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\Abstract
The goal of this paper is to identify the features and distinguishing
characteristics of nationalism and ideology, and apply them to the recent
nationalistic movement in the former Soviet Republic of Ukraine, the Orange
Revolution. The Orange Revolution was a reaction to the massive electoral fraud
that took place during the presidential election of 2004. Political corruption and
economic monopolization in the region is rampant, and has been even since
Ukraine declared independence from the USSR in 1991. I argue that the Orange
Revolution was the final straw for Ukrainians; students and workers. poor and
wealthy - every conceivable social and economic class staged massive protests
for 17 days. Protesters voiced their disgust and distrust of their rulers, demanded
freedom of thought and political representation, and to developed and
strengthened national unity and identity. The belief system of nationalism, with all
its complex and intricate tenets, was deemed the ideology of the group. Around
this ideology Ukrainians mobilized, participated, and successfully demanded
democracy for the!r nation.
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A concern with nationalism - as a political phenomenon -
is that it does not speak primarily about love of country, the
cultivation of a national style, or hatred of the foreigner, but
moreso about political convictions, attitudes or movements,
and their relations to the state. ,,1
- Hans Rogger
1962, University of California, Professor and Historian of Imperial Russia
"A
~he idea that nationalism should be considered an ideology is an
important concept; it helps to determine why individuals, societal classes, and
political groups act the way they do with regard to the system under which they
live. Nationalism seeks to identify a population or group that pursues certain
political and cultural goals on behalf of themselves and the nation 2 It is also a
sentiment of loyalty towards the nation that is shared by the people within it.
Elements of cohesion such as religion, language, tradition, shared historical
experiences, democracy, rituals, physical contiguity, and so on, bind individuals
within the nation to one another. These commonalities allow for collective action
by the group if and when it is faced with a change in political or social scenery.
That is, the polity may be dissatisfied with the current condition of the nation,
dissatisfied with a new state of the system (i.e. a change in leadership, policies,
or laws), or when the current status quo (with which the group may be quite
content) is threatened by an inside or outside force
, Rogger. Hans 'Nationalism and the State A Russian Dilemma .. Comparative Studies in
Society and History 4 (April. 1962) pg 253
< 'Nation" refers to a self-conscious, political. ethnic, and cultural community within a larger
territory. Whereby the rulers derive their legitimacy neither from the principle of divine right nor
from dynastic succession. but from the will of "the people" - a political community that is
synonymous with the nation From "Nationalism and Foreign Policy in Ukraine: by Charles F
Furtado. Jr Political Science Quarterly 1 (Spring. 1994) pg 84
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In simpler terms, the realization of a threat to the nation causes individuals
to come together to form a coalition to either protect the current state of
conditions, or force a new situation to replace the old one. Ideas and beliefs are
held universally by the individuals of the group and are therefore unifying in force
(for example, the common belief of the group as a whole is their right to self-rule,
so the activities of and goal held by the entire group is independence). The group
becomes a community brought together by the commonality of ideas and this
then forms the ideology upon which the group will act, and justify its actions, to
maintain or change the current state of the nation.
The complexity of this concept is obvious and it is one that has many
different facets, interpretations, and usages. To minimize the confusing aspects
of nationalism, I maintain that the idea of nationalism itself serves to give "force
and direction to movements (for independence, self-determination, national unity,
national identity, etc.). The goals of the movement are defined not by the
activities or personnel of the movement, but by the ideas and tenets of the
ideology of nationalism.,,3 But what is ideology, and how does it relate to
nationalism? I propose ideology is the body of ideas or belief system reflecting
the political, social needs and aspirations of an individual, group, class, or
culture. Applying nationalism to this then, results in the active form of the belief
system of the group. Their political and social needs may be self-determination,
independence. national identity. national unity. or othervv'ise. The ideology of
nationalism then. is a belief system that holds that the people and the nation are
: Smith. Anthony 0 Nationalism Theory, Ideoloay, History r.'alden Blackwell Publishers. 2001
Pg 8-9
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of utmost importance and allows a movement to take action for or against current
political, social, or economic conditions.
Nationalism has an overriding concern with the nation, the people of the
nation, and the well-being of both. It is a goal-oriented concept, since as an
ideology, nationalism prescribes certain kinds of action that puts the nation and
its people at the forefront of concern. It is important to think of nationalism as an
ideology because it is itself an active concept; people have a dominant concern
/'
./
, for and an overwhelming emotional attachment to their nation, yet it is not just
this sentiment that makes nationalism an ideological concept. It is also that
nationalism as an ideology requires people to act on behalf of the nation and
their fellow citizens, and forces them to harbor their emotional attachment to the
land, tradition, culture, and rituals in order to protect what is theirs, literally and
figuratively. It is important to consider nationalism as an ideology because its
implications for the group or movement are no different than any other ideology -
nationalism is a belief system with concrete and determinate goals, just like
communism, Marxism, fascism, socialism, and more.
It is difficult to prevent the line between the definition of and defining
features and characteristics of ideology and nationalism from becoming blurred.
What is ideology? What defines an ideology? Are there qualifying elements (x+
y+ z = ideology)? If an element is missing or slightly different, can we still
consider it a true ideology (x+ z+ y, or a+ b+ c f:. ideology?)? Similarly, the
meaning and defining features of nationalism are quite elusive as well. A
common argument concerning nationalism is that since it is a passionate
4
emotion, a strong, aggressive force, and a state of mind or belief system one
holds about or for a nation, can it still be considered an ideology? The
intangibility of nationalism and its purported abstract, emotional qualities
seemingly exclude it from consideration as an ideology. As Anthony Smith
contends, "[these characteristics are] why nationalism often 'inhabits' other
ideologies and belief-systems, and channels their ideals and politics to nationalist
ends. But whether nationalism helps to 'fill out' other ideologies, or is filled out by
them, is secondary. Nationalism is conceptually richer than the critics allow.,,4
I start here because nationalism and ideology are commonly used words,
very broad and abstract, and almost always misunderstood and misapplied by
theorists and laymen alike. The layout of this paper will be somewhat like an
inverted triangle, a three-tiered approach to arguing for nationalism as an
ideology. The definition and break down of the elements of ideology form the
base of the triangle (yet is positioned at the top); nationalism, its history, defining
features and qualities, and the argument that it is an ideology make up the
middle section; and the tip of the triangle (positioned at the bottom) focuses on
combining the latter two sections, illustrated through the example of the former
Soviet Republic of Ukraine and the Orange Revolution (a series of protests and
political events that took place throughout the country in response to allegations
of massive corruption, voter intimidation, and direct electoral fraud by Russia
during the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election). My three-tiered approach looks
something like this:
4 Ibid. pg 24
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I.
Ideology
II.
Nationalism
I believe it is important to my overall argument - as it is important to any
argument - to have a concrete empirical example of nationalism as an ideology.
It is one thing to research and write about a topic or issue strictly on theoretical
grounds. A paper or book that follows a theoretical outline and does not see the
need for an exemplifying case is no less valuable than one that does. It is quite
effective when an empirical case is used to personify, as it were, a seemingly
speculative, subjective, and ambiguous argument. My case - Ukraine and the
Orange Revolution - serves as the vehicle for understanding that nationalism is,
and can be used as an ideology, and done so successfully.
The Orange Revolution builds on a pattern first developed in the ousting of
Siobodan Milosevic in Serbia and continuing with the Rose Revolution in
Georgia. Each of these victories was the result of extensive grassroots
campaigning and coalition building. They included election victories which were
followed up by public demonstrations after the incumbents attempted to hold onto
power through electoral fraud. In Ukraine. the movement was shaped mainly by
6
student activists, who worked under the succinct slogan Pora!, or "It's Time." The
desire by citizens to be truly free was overwhelming and clear; the Orange
Revolution sought to show Russia it would no longer fully control Ukrainian
politics, society, economics, or liberty. The first major theorizer of the concept of
ideology, M. Desutt Comte de Tracey, thought liberty was the most important
political idea; he recognized man's desire for freedom and wrote about these
aspirations in his famous book Elemens d' Ideologie:
"There are different ways of behaving to escape from the suffering caused by
constraint, to achieve the fulfillment of our desires; in a word, to attain our
satisfaction, our happiness.... It is evident that however weak may be the
faculties of any being, the loss of his liberty is for him a truly infinite loss. He
cannot estimate the cost of the loss, for it is everything. It is the extinction of all
possibility of happiness"5
For many Ukrainians, the time had come to achieve liberty from Russia.
Russia's involvement in the 2004 election was too direct and overbearing.
Questions of ballot-box stuffing and result-rigging made it impossible to
determine the will of Ukrainian voters. Citizens banded together to protect their
freedom and liberty, and the dignity of their beloved country. The Orange
Revolution was not a choice between two personalities or to whom the power
should be delegated. It was a choice of values on which the new Ukraine was to
be built. Millions went out to the streets to stand up not only for their interests, but
for the high ideals of freedom. democracy. morality. justice. and simple self-
= de Tracy. 1\1 Desult Comte Elemens d' Ideolog,e Paris 1817 Reprinted In Cox. Richard C
Ideology, Politics, and Political Theory Belmont Wadsworth Publishing. 1969 26
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respect.6 De Tracy would applaud Ukrainians for exacting their freedom and
displaying their will.
I will make clear in the following pages what I consider ideology and
nationalism to be, elaborate on the qualities and characteristics of each concept,
while paying adequate attention to the drawbacks and limitations of both. The
following questions and principles are considerably important in my discussion J
~ Questions: Who will be the rulers? How will the rulers be selected? By what
principals/laws will they govern?
~ Argument: Ideology is intended to persuade a group to believe in a
countering view of the current environment. It affects major values of life.
~ Nationalism as an ideology serves as moral justification for daily acts and
beliefs, and is part of the reasoning behind identifying/disidentifying with a
particular group, government, or nation.
will ultimately shed some light on how thinking of nationalism as an
ideology was, and still is important to the political and social arena of nations,
and one particular, Ukraine. Citizen's political thoughts and ideas, their
government's economic and social policies, and the processes by which people
chose their government are all affected by nationalism: as I stated earlier, the
ideas of national identity, national unity, political and social freedom can be
influenced by nationalism. There is no escaping nationalism in the modern world;
it is an idea that has achieved such a level of "ideological hegemony that it has
become an integral component of the identity of most individuals."a
6 OSCE. International Election Observation Mission "Statement of Preliminary Findings and
Conclusions. Presidential Election, Ukraine." 26 December 2004. URL
http/I",,,,,,,osce ora/documents/htm I/pdftohtm1/12-4633-odihr1 pdf htmI
. Lane. Robert E "The Meanings of Ideology." Political Ideology (1962) 13-16. Rpl in Power,
Participation and Ideology Readings in the Sociology of American Political Life Eds. Calvin J
Larson. Philo C Wasburn New York. NY: David McKay Company, Inc, 1969.321-323
S Furtado. Jr. Charles F "Nationalism and Foreign Policy in Ukraine- Political Science Quarterly
Vol 1 (Spring. 1994) 81-104
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It is in this way that Ukrainian nationalism became the antithesis of
communism and Sovietization. For Ukrainians, nationalism was always there.
Decades of Soviet oppression, tyranny, and brutality forced the ideology of
nationalism under the surface, resulting in underdeveloped national identity,
unity, and community within Ukraine. But nationalism never ceased being an
important set of beliefs for Ukrainians; it was always there but overshadowed by
a confusing, Orwellian overlay of Ukrainian, Russian and Soviet loyalties.
These beliefs reemerged as the voice for many Ukrainians in late 2004,
when citizens felt it necessary to officially break the chains tying them to the now
defunct Soviet Union. Citizens knew once the bond between Ukraine and the
mother country was finally broken, gone would be the corruption, repression, and
nullifying behavior that made Ukrainians regionally and internationally irrelevant
and unimportant.9 The peaceful, democratic Orange Revolution proved to
humanity that Ukraine - without Russia - has the ability to be a stable and strong
European state, able to gain and maintain the respect of the world, as well as to
secure the political, social, and economic welfare and future of its people.'o The
ideology of nationalism offered a compelling interpretation of the existing social
and political environment in Ukraine, and revealed how a change in the status
quo was urgently needed.
(' Wilson. Andrew Ukrainian Nationalism in the 1990s. Cambridge Cambridge UniverSity Press.
100-~~f
10 Preamble. The Program of the Political Party PORA
http floora org ua'enc fcontent/view/2971/3111
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I. Ideology
Ideologies link political thought with behavior; Ukraine had an idea of
independence, self-rule, democracy, national unity and identity that were not
being upheld or respected by the nation's leaders or the international community.
The "idea" Ukrainians had about and for their nation would soon come to life
through the Orange Revolution - a true nationalistic movement. But first
Ukrainians had to endure an ideology of communism, a belief system that was
miles from truly representing the Ukrainian people. As George Lichtheim asserts,
a population's belief system is "the necessary consequence of the society in
which they live.,,11 How to change this society's belief system and replace it with
a more representative ideology was an ostensibly impossible task. A discussion
of the background of ideology is warranted here: its history, defining features and
characteristics, ability to mobilize, as well as its limits are significant and
impressive principles that will help to explain nationalism and the Orange
Revolution.
Ideologies are all "about" the same thing: they are constructions of the
human mind for describing and dealing with political relationships. They are
judged by their utility for the creator in a certain situation, given many factors: her
goals, temperament, opponents, abilities, allies, and more. 12 In this section I
argue that ideology as a concept is to each her own. That is, ideology to Jane
may be a combination of elements A. B. and C. Ideology to John. however. may
': lichtheim. George 'The Concept of Ideology - History and Theory 4 (1965) 164-195 Pg 168
'. Keohane. Nannerl 'Philosophy. Theory. Ideology - Political Theory 4 (Feb 1976) 80-100
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be A, B, and O. This difference does not necessarily mean a divergence from the
general tenets of the ideology itself, nor does it necessarily represent a .
completely different ideology overall. Arguably, Jane and John can still agree that
their belief systems are relatively the same, as the broadness of ideology allows
for some flexibility.
That being said, it is vital to recognize distinguishing characteristics, for
these are what make each ideology unique. What is more important (and is really
the qualifying factor for what ideology is) is how the set of beliefs is invented and
employed in order to achieve an objective. I recognize that ideologies - and this
is also a distinguishing characteristic among each - have their important effects
below the level of "rationality" or even consciousness. Ideologies produce the
climate of opinion in which it is possible for new sorts of political ~r social
objectives to take shape, for new forms of social control and organization, and for
new techniques of social action to be accepted by the masses. 13 (
How the concept of ideology, or "the science of ideas," came to be is what
I explain here. It is important to know the history behind ideology just as it is
important to know the history behind any concept: Why did it come about? Why
was it and why is it still important to how we view the concept today? History
leaves an indelible mark on everything from politics to society to tradition and
culture Remaining ignorant of this severely undercuts the importance of the
concept of ideology throughout this paper. I could simply give a definition of
13 Cox. Richard H Ideology, Politics and Political Theory Belmont Wadsworth Publishing. 1969
Pg 126
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ideology and move on to the next section, but this would leave many questions
unanswered and many links between ideology and nationalism unexplained.
~ The Analysis of Ideas
M. Desutt Comte de Tracey was a French Enlightenment aristocrat and
philosopher who coined the term "ideology." He wrote a collection of papers
which formed the first draft of his comprehensive work on ideology, Elements d'
Ideologie. A group of French Enlightenment theorists, called the ideologues (one
of whom was de Tracy), developed a theory of ideas based on philosophical
principals, called ideology, or the "science of ideas." In historical terms, "ideology"
has its roots in the Age of Enlightenment, during which intellectuals regarded
their purpose as leading the world toward progress and out of a long historical
period of irrationality, superstition, and tyranny. The ideologues were concerned
with many political ideas: the political and intellectual in/equality of men, the
nature of liberty, and the right to property, to name a few. These philosophers
injected analysis of ideas into political thinking making the once singular process
into a dual process: the process went from just the conceptualization of an idea,
to the two-step process of conception-and-assessment of the idea by clarifying
and scrutinizing the idea's exact content Thus, in every case, the thought
process should begin with the idea and progress though analysis; this leads
12
away from the unclear, inexact, unexamined ideas of common personal
discourse, to the clear, exact, wholly studied ideas of science. 14
Prior to this way of thinking about ideas, philosophers most of the time
discussed their thoughts by dialogue and argumentation. The ideologues
considered such ways of thinking, writing and speaking with one another biased,
and ideas that were conceived out of such dialogue were essentially considered
prejudices. This meant that because the technique of analysis had not been
applied to these ideas at the outset, they were invalid. The ideologues agreed
that this was the reason why men failed to understand one another, leading to
their falling into disputes with each other. In short, it was the prejudicial quality of
men's ideas about the nature of life and objects that were at the root of civil
discord. 15
Defining the characteristics or qualifications of an ideology is important in
understanding the general concept, as well as in its specific application.
Ideologies have the ability to encourage mass action to either, a) maintain the
existing environment so that it remains connected with the traditions, culture,
values, symbols ... - the status quo - of a given society, or b) change the existing
political, social, economic, and so on, environment because it does not fit the
conception of the goal culture - the environment is perceived to be negatively
affecting the people within it and the desire for change is ovef\vhelming. For my
purposes, the second application of the word is most appropriate: ideologies are
'4 Ibid For more on the SCientifiC background of the analysis of ideas by the ideologues. pages
10-17 are an excellent source of explanalion
'5 Ibid. pg 12
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idea systems elaborated by what ought to be, with the goal of "freeing people
from ... " insert here oppression, chaos, tyranny, guilt, authoritarianism.... 16 In
order to gain freedom from these and other things, societies struggle to organize
a universal state established on beliefs, or on ideologies. I will elaborate more on
this and other qualifications of my definition of ideology shortly. Let us first try to
understand some of ideology's motivating factors.
~ Realizing the Status Quo
Ideology offers two compelling interpretations of the current environment:
the descriptive, or how humans actually live, which forces people to confront the
prescriptive, or how humans should live. The realization that things could be
better may lead the masses to demand change, sometimes on a massive and
immediate scale. The "total impression,,17 ideologies have on a group or
movement are three-fold: 1) ideologies have a tendency to explain not what is,
but what becomes; they claim to hold the answer to all historical happenings,
total explanation of the past, total knowledge of the present, and the reliable
prediction of the future; 2) in this capacity, ideology becomes independent of all
things from which it cannot learn anything new - it is disconnected from the
reality that we perceive with our five senses, and insists on a "truer' way of
thinking, being. acting; and 3) ideological thinking orders facts into an absolutely
logical procedure starting with an accepted premise and deducing everything
'6 Matthews. Richard K The Philosophic Roots of Modern Ideology Liberalism, Communism,
Fascism, Islamism Upper Saddle River Prentice Hall Publishing. 2001.
1. Arendt. Hannah The Origins of Totalitarianism New York Harcourt. Brace & World. Inc. 1966
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else from that foundation, thus mobilizing followers around the premise,
promising a better way of life and positive prediction of the future for
participants. 18
Since de Tracy and the ideologues' introduction of analysis of ideas,
ideology can be seen in a more physical form; religious, political, and economic
controversies became apparent to the average man. This is not to say that these
conflicts were not there before; issues of faith, equality, governance, and
humanity have a historical place in the forefront of society. Rather, the emphasis
on their importance and the need to communicate about these issues in a
constructive and unrestrained setting became increasingly apparent as the
nature of ideas continued to be explored. More simply, the logic of (or lack
thereof) these ideas suddenly "clicked" as right or wrong among individuals -
ideology allowed individuals to structure and organize their argument for or
against certain predominating issues. For the first time people became aware of
their right and their ability to think outside the box, as it were. They organized the
way they thought about important social and political issues; ideology became a
catalyst for populations to start systematizing their opinions and beliefs about
already-existing but now more important and more obvious issues.
For example, as Montesquieu suggested. human's mentalities are
conditioned by the systems surrounding them. Never before had people truly
considered the consequences of how she, her neighbors or her enemies thought,
so the surrounding life, or the status quo, remained the same. Subsequently,
,~ Matthews. pg 6
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Montesquieu elaborated on the separation of powers and the divisions within
society - those who were part of the administrative positions (legislative,
judiciary, and executive) versus those who made up "the sovereign" (everybody
else). He took a concept that was already known and accepted, and broke it
down it in such a way that resulted in the "awakening" of individuals in society.
That is, people were now aware of the differences and hierarchical ordering
among them; out of this came even more intellectual conflicts about religion,
politics, economics, and society. Society was now cognizant of, for example, the
superior quality of their adversary's thinking. As a result of this kind of thinking,
they realized their adversary's superior quality of life.
Thus, the issue of worth comes to the level of consciousness and guides
ordinary people's actions over time. If a person considers her worth to be virtually
nonexistent, she begins to harbor a high degree of desire for social change
because she is now aware of her inferior status, livelihood, intellect, and more.
The shape of the future, the nature of historical change, and the limits and
possibilities of human control over these changes (political, societal, economic ... )
become questions of overwhelming importance to every class of society.19 Now
that she has analyzed her way of thinking, as well as others', she has become
aware that life isn't as grand as she once thought. She now seeks to change it.
~~ Mullins. Willard A "On the Concept of Ideology in Political Science" The American Political
Science Review 66 (Jun 1972) 498·510.
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~ Mobilization and Action
Overall, an ideology can be thought of as a comprehensive vision, as a
way of looking at and interpreting social, political, and economic areas of life. A
political ideology, specifically and for my purposes, is a certain ethical set of
ideals, principles, doctrines, or symbols of a social movement, institution, class,
or large group that explain how society should work, and offer some political and
cultural design for the new desired social order. 20 A political ideology largely
concerns itself with how to allocate power and to what ends that power should be
used.
It is in response to certain typical situations characterizing people's
common position in society that one develops a "style of thought." This forces us
to contemplate the larger situation in which we find ourselves, as well as a
potential situation/lifestyle that we may consider utopia, or our goal culture, for
the future. 21 When we find others who think similarly, or we hear of others
thinking a certain way and we identify with their thoughts, ideas, values, beliefs,
with their ideology, we tend to unite based on that similarity of thought. Ideology
can be considered "a weapon of the rulers," but it is also a weapon for power
seekers as well as power wielders everywhere. The ideology is used to shape
the behavior not only of the leaders (of a party, group, movement, etc.) but also
of the masses following. adhering and reinforcing that ideology. We act with and
against one another in diverse groups, and strive, in agreement with the position
:0 Ibid
;1 Matthews. Richard K The Philosophical Roots of Modern Ideology 3"j ed Upper Saddle River
Prentice Hall. 2001
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of the group, in order to change the surrounding world and form a new and
improved status quO.22 To get to that near-perfect society, it is essential that
ideology be an action-related system of ideas; that is, it must contain a program
and a strategy for its realization. The result is a unification and integration of
organizations, groups, movements, or individuals that are built around the
ideology in order to successfully realize it, and achieve the goal culture.
~ Demands for Change
From these realizations comes the thought process that "with change, life
could be better." Individuals develop their own ideas, or hear and follow others'
ideas about how life should be versus how life is. Here I cite two sources of
ideology that guide people to create or demand a change in the status quo. One
is when an ideology is proposed by a dominant or elite class of a society to all its
members. 23 In this sense, the ideology forms a basis that usually remains
invisible to most people (laymen) within the society and appears as neutral;
simply put, it is part of everyday life that goes continually unnoticed, but is
seemingly important to elite- and higher-level societal figures. This is usually the
case when the majority of society is content with the status quo, but a handful of
upper echelon individuals are seeking out more power.
Secondly. smaller, more oppressed minority groups may propose an
. ideology that differs from and directly questions the current status quo, and offers
;; Mannheim. Karl Ideology and Utopia An Introduction to the Sociology of Knowledge New
York Harcourt. Brace and Company. 1936
;3 Cox, Richard H . ed Ideology, Politics, and Political Theory Belmont Wadsworth Publishing
Company. Inc. 1969. pg 14
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up an alternative that is advocated as "a better way of life ...24 Here, one may think
of an ethnic minority struggling for recognition by the state as a legitimate
grouping of citizens. Just because these groups are smaller, does not mean they
are less influential than the elite groups; many times a multitude of small,
oppressed groups make powerful, unified, and successful demands for change.
These examples of ideological dissemination are just two among many other
ways of getting a belief system and the inherent need for change "out there." And
demarcating two specific social classes and examples of their potential ideology,
does not mean that these same groups cannot believe in and follow the same
ideology. Ideology does not discriminate based on class, status, or otherwise;
that the tenets of the ideology coincide with an individual's goal or objective is the
necessary element. Once the message of the ideology is received and accepted
by individuals, the possibilities for change are endless.
Once an individual determines her attachment and level of belief in an
ideology, she can then assess the state of the status quo. Subsequently, this
mobilizes individuals to either maintain the society's condition if they are satisfied
with it, protect it if it is being threatened by a competing ideology, or change it
.
altogether if they deem it unjust. unfair, tyrannical. ... Groups that strive for power
influence the existing ideology in order to change it to become what they want it
to be. with the objective of producing the goal culture - how life should be - in
the end 25 Individuals defending a particular ideology are battling to gain the
attention of those who have not yet decided on a belief system. have not yet
;4 Ibid. po 16
:5 r.'althe~,s. pg 5
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realized their ability to effect change, and have not yet confronted their desire to
demand change.
This last point, the desire for change, is a final aspect of ideology and a
significant actor in mobilizing individuals and groups. Realization and analysis of
how life is, is inevitably followed by the rising sentiment and aspiration to change
life into what it ought to be. This emotion can be weak or strong, intense or
feeble, but all have some ideological passion. When we find a mobilized polity
displaying a high degree of political activism, one should not forget or discount
the emotional component and the ideology's ability to provoke activation
mentally, as well as emotionally26 Taken as a whole, ideology's significance lies
mainly in its ability to mobilize people, not in the sense that it "causes one to do"
but that it "gives one cause for doing."
o Characteristics and Features of Ideologies
When we connect to a certain idea about the world in which we live - or
we accept the ideology presented - the basis of the belief system must be to
simplify the usually complex; demand action either for or against change in our
society; and justify a course of action as the means to an end.27 More
specifically, an ideology typically presents the state of the society in black and
white terms. regardless of whether or not the terms are logical or true; the power
lies within being able to persuade a group to mobilize and take action. The
;S SartOri. Giovanni 'Politics. Ideology. and Belief Systems' The American Political Science
Review 63 (Jun 1969) 398-411
, r.'atthews. pg 6
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ideology characteristically stresses the need for action against the state of
society, rather than emphasizing that the group comprehends why they are
acting out. So, if an idea or ideal penetrates social or political life, regardless of
whether it is "right" or "bad" or true, it becomes a highly important social reality.
Thus, in order to justify their actions, each ideology purports to be the best, have
the best way of changing or replacing the existing environment, and uses this
vision of perfection and possible utopia to encourage, justify and demand action
by the group.28 We can view this chain of events as such:
Relationship
between
systematic
set of ideas
and the state
of society,
politics, etc.
recognized by
individual,
group, etc.
Individualsl
group makes
assumptions
about how life
could be,
identifies with
an ideology
that
represents
this idea
The group to
make
demands for
change, a
new idea of
the status
quo, by
carrying out
the ideology
Freedom from
danger, guilt,
chaos, hunger,
oppression,
totalitarianism;
choices for
representation,
political
freedom, liberty,
etc.
Another significant aspect of ideology is symbolism, which is invented and
used to effectively compete with rival ideologies (these include flag, anthem, and
symbols of the party such as a donkey or an elephant, and more appropriately for
our purposes, the color orange, which was the color of pro-western candidate
Viktor Yushchenko in Ukraine's 2004 election) These symbols not only allow for
easy identification among those who share the ideology, but also (and more
importantly) define the ideology and embody an element of it that has central
importance, gives concrete form and focus to an abstract idea, while illuminating
:8 Roucek. Joseph S "A History of the Concept of Ideology." Journal of the History of Ideas. 5
(Oct 1944) 479-488
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for its followers and onlookers the "true meaning" of the symbol, and hence, the
ideology itself. 29
Also important to ideology is the concept of myth. It is necessary in order
to gain support for the particular ideology, or to gain a following. Myth does not
harbor the same negative connotation as a lie, one of its oft-used synonyms.
Myth is simply an ideological construct with intentions of uniting the followers of
an ideology. That is, the myth is not a myth to the group, it is something to group
aspires to achieve. Examples of this are the communist myth that its view of
history is beyond criticism and Hitler's Nazi regime claiming that they have
biological superiority over all races. 3D These specific myths were not true, nor
logical, but they did provide motivation to the group and aspiration toward the
ideology's success.
Myths are usually and eventually eliminated as a concession to reality -
most times the myth is not realized because it is simply not possible to achieve it.
Here one may think of the idea of societal utopia ideology insists it can bring to
its followers. It does not matter that utopia is not really achievable or even
necessary: it gives individuals something to look forward to and motivates them
to take action. Likewise, it does not matter if the myth is something followers trust
can come about; what matters is that the myth gives followers reason to unite
around a common ideal and to take action to try to achieve that ideal. There is a
;? Friedrich. Carl J Zbigniew K Brzezinski Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy Cambridge
Harvard University Press. 1965
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need to rely on "myths in order to mobilize people to engage" in the changing of a
nation, if for nothing else than inspiration?
On the other hand, however, myths do not necessarily have to be goal-
oriented tools. Myths also keep a nation rooted in their land, remind them of the
purpose of their traditions and practices, and allow them to reflect upon the
memories associated with the nation they call home. Through this, in addition to
traditions, cultures, and other practices, myths help to preserve some of the
continuities with the past amid the transformations of a society to modernity, for
example.32 To many, myths are not simply stories used to explain unexplainable
phenomena or to promise things that may be otherwise impossible to achieve.
Myths are really not myths to those who truly believe in them.
Lastly, ultimate values are of supreme significance to an ideology, as well
as the universality of these values in order to reach those seeking a change in
the environment. For example, in communism social justice appears to be the
ultimate value; in fascism, the highest value is authority and corporation,
eventually world dominion. A crucial element for an ideology with already-
established loyal following is its suggestion of universality: if it serves to further
the overall goals of the ideology, without fragmenting the ideology's following (i.e.
making claims based on class, gender, social status. etc.). than the ideology and
its goals are accepted and acted on by the group as a whole. If the ideology's
values are not universal in scope and cannot be accepted by all who wish for
change, than the ideology will be rejected. or will at least have a deficient
3
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following. 33 Adaptability and some flexibility determine the intrinsic worth and
adequacy of a particular ideology.
To be successful, the ideology must coordinate the dissident elements
(the ostracized group) in what is considered the unstable society (the reason for
change), give direction to the group's frustrations (being oppressed, unjustly
ruled, etc.) and provide leadership to their cause. 34 In other words, there must be
understanding for the "oppressed one's plight" - an ideology will not be
successful in mobilizing for change if it does not universally represent the
people's frustration 35 . give a solution to the problem, and lead those (physically,
mentally, spiritually ... ) who may otherwise not be in a position to do so.
~ Ideology - A Definition
Taking all this into account, it can be said for my purposes in this paper
the greater the centrality of the belief in designating the ends, the more an
ideology will bring forth normative, goal-oriented responses and behavior. The
more abstract a belief system. the more "what follows from what" and "which
action goes with which principle" escape the grasp of naYve and uninformed
mass publics. It is essential for a belief system to simplify the complicated, direct
and mobilize the masses in a way that every level of intellect. social position. or
political principle is included and mobilized.
3' Ib'd 06
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~5 Although not all ideologies concern themselves with oppression. inequality. and the like. I often
refer to ideology as a reaction against something unjust I fully recognize this is not always the
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Definitively then, ideology must be restricted to the meanings that not only
appear to, but truly have a unique explanatory value. Ideologies are, and
continue to be weapons in the quest to accomplish certain political and social
goals. They are one of the most vital parts and act as a catalyst in solidifying the
dynamic link between man and his government, and have the capacity to
encourage and give confidence to its followers in order to change their world. 36
This is reinforced by the ideology's ability to justify actions as a means to an end.
Unity within the group and among its members is strengthened by symbols,
rituals, myths, and values that bring the ideology and its goals closer to its
followers' hearts. The ideology must be the outlook of the entire group (or have
enough of a following to keep the movement alive and thriving) and should be
conditioned by the group's devotion to their political goals - to maintain, protect,
or change the status quo.
Karl Mannheim describes ideology as something used to diagnose and
guide our political and social destiny. He adds that it is when the normally-
concealed dependence on group thought becomes visible that it becomes
possible to attain control over previously uncontrolled thought. 37 In other words,
when Jane realizes she is "not the only one" thinking in a certain way or
pondering the importance of an issue, she comes to see that there is potential for
clearer and more analytical thought. She no longer questions her line of thinking
now that she knows there are others who think the same way (these others may
::S Friedrich. Carl Jldeology In Politics A Theoretical Comment' Slavic Review 24 (Dec 1965)
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help Jane to fill in some of the conceptual "gaps" in her thinking as well). The
possibility for group mobilization and group action now becomes clear - no
longer is Jane alone in her thinking; she has "strength in numbers" supporting her
ideology.
We are now able, upon realization of the supportive forces of "the group,"
to understand the implications of our thoughts, consider the consequences of our
actions, and justify our desires for change - or reject them, if the case warrants it.
Nationalism is concerned with unifying individuals - in effect, it attempts to create
a similarity in thought among a group regarding the state of the nation, the
government under which a people lives or the oppression a group feels. This
results in the group seeking social and/or political change on behalf of its own
interest, as well as what the group thinks is in the best interest of the nation.
More importantly, as the group mobilizes, it becomes defined not by its activities
or personnel, but by the basic principles and tenets of the ideology in which the
group believes, namely, nationalism 38
", Smith. Anthony Nationalism Theory, Ideology, History r-.'alden Blackwell Publishers. 2001
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II. Nationalismt
A human group is never just a summation of individuals, in which their
relation to each other is unimportant. Rather, it is an association in which its
members have a social position, within which lies expectations, responsibilities,
rights, duties, privileges, and liberties. 39 Inherent in nationalism are many of
these responsibilities, as well as other distinct goals, such as collective self-rule,
territorial (re)unification, cultural identity and recognition, and clear political and
cultural programs, all intended to help achieve the group's ends.4o Nationalism,
per se, does not define the group's ends, but helps to motivate the group to seek
out success in attaining these ends. A group may come together with similar
ideas or thoughts about the world, and connect with one another and form a
common identity with a common goal for change (or maintenance, sustainability,
etc.). Nationalism reinforces the group's identity and objective through its unifying
and bonding characteristics, helping the group coalesce behind a common goal
and acting as a catalyst for completion of that goal.
Other pertinent and common elements of nationalism include a set of
basic principals to which most nationalists adhere, and which contain features
that are unique to each group (such as considering the nation as the sole source
t It is important to note here that "nationalism," "nationality." "nationhood," and the like, are far
less ambiguous than "nation" and are most commonly and properly used to designate a group of
people who speak either the same language or closely related dialects, who cherish common
historical traditions. and who constitute. or feel they constitute a distinct cultural society. In this
sense. a nationality may exist Without political unity: that is. without an organized sovereign state
of Its own. and vice versa - a nation. as a sovereign state. may embrace several nationalities or
nationalisms I will follow these guidelines when addressing these terms.
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of political power, loyalty exclusively to the nation, and the ability for full self-
expression and autonomy); a fundamental belief system which is present in
every nationalistic movement, but to varying degrees; and a range of associated
concepts that give more concrete meaning to abstracts parts of nationalism (for
example symbols, legends, traditions, and rituals help people remember and
keep alive their "connection" to the nation).41
Common denominators among all nationalisms are the recognition of
others within the group and the common bond between members that each
belongs to the group, as well as to the nation. This reinforces the appreciation of
certain mutual rights and duties in virtue of the shared membership. Increasingly
important is the discourse among members that attempts to foster a collective
sense of belonging among the population, with the aim of declaring, protecting,
or maintaining political sovereignty.42 Because of nationalism, concepts
previously considered inconsequential - religion, ethnicity, tradition, language ...
- have acquired ideological force and institutional weight. These concepts. now
deemed worthy of recognition, require attention. Nationalistic movements
demand this attention by promising their followers they are participating in a
community more appealing than class and stronger than the mightiest
authoritative power. This allows members to transform their perceptions of
difference among each other into concrete political actions that will benefit
d1 Smith. Anthony 0 Nationalism Theory, Ideology, History r-.'alden Blackwell Publishers. 2001.
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everyone, and in the process forces the group to accept one another and
mobilize for change as a singular body with a singular goal.43
Why then, should nationalism be considered an ideology? Or, possibly a
more appropriate question is, why shouldn't it? Nationalism's ability to mobilize
people around a particular set of beliefs is a phenomenon that may not be
adequately explained by any other concept. Nationalistic movements have the
uncanny ability to unify an otherwise diverse group of people around a common
goal. It may just be the concept's indefinable nature that seemingly allows for
such unification - interpretation is to each her own and specific understanding of
the concept is not necessarily subject to scrutiny. Followers thus maintain the
ideology's principles, basic premise, and keep the movement's goal at the
forefront.
As with ideology, in order to define nationalism one must first understand
its historical background. I emphasize here again that the history of the concept
is an extremely important consideration mainly because it helps to flesh out the
intricacies and subtleties of nationalism that a simple definition most certainly
would overlook. Once defined, which is not an easy undertaking, I will move on to
the varying characteristics and qualifications of nationalism in order to
understand and explain how the idea itself is applied. This task, too. is a difficult
one. as there are several different types of nationalism and nationalistic behavior.
Ultimately, I will characterize nationalism for my purposes. addressing its obvious
elements. its subtle exceptions. and its shortcomings.
43 Ibid. pg 22
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~ Origins of Nationalism
Most theories of nationalism assume a European origin of the nation,
which relies on a system of states that recognize each other's sovereignty and
physical territory. It is fair to say that the concept of the nation emerged in the
West, having significant impact in various geographical areas, particularly for
Russian and Asian intellectuals. Fundamental to this, is the idea that nations are
compact, impermeable territorial units whose citizens share a homogenous
culture in states of their own, or a national identity 44 Some theorists believe that
nationalism and national identity emerged between the 15th and 1yth centuries,
when an unprecedented number of Europeans traveled extensively and
experienced populations that spoke in alien tongues.
Travelers learned to surmount their earlier vernacular to experience that of
others, which helped them develop a greater pride in their own nationality and a
more pronounced rivalry (and not necessarily violent) with other nationalities.45
During this "Age of Discovery," differentiation of nationalities and nationalisms
were seen in the literary, ecclesiastical, cultural, and especially linguistic
uniqueness of each entity, and were completely realized among various nations
well into the 16th and 17'h centuries 46 Later. intellectual developments in politics
and society, as well as industry and commerce in the 17'h and 18th centuries
44 Smith. Anthony D. "Ethnic Identity and Territorial Nationalism in Comparative Perspective"
Thinking Theoretically About Soviet Nationalities. Ed Alexander Motyl New York Columbia
UniverSity Press. 1992 Pgs.45-65
45 Hayes. Carlton J H The Historical Evolution of Modern Nationalism New York Richard R
Smith. Inc .1931. pg 30
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strength~ned and stimulated national consciousness In Europe into
nationalism 47
The major transition to full nationalism and nationalistic feeling towards
one's nation or entity originated in the 18th and 19th centuries when nationalist
movements arose throughout Europe, some of which were separatist and
directed against large empires, and others sought to unify a divided or
fragmented territory, most notably in Germany and Italy. Other theories give
credit to Napoleon Bonaparte for jump-starting nationalism, causing it to rise to
unprecedented levels. I assert the French Revolution was the ultimate motivator
for and stimulator of nationalism and national identity within Europe. The
Revolution brought the doctrine of democracy (popular sovereignty) to Europe
and the world, and asserted the individual's right to determine the government by
which she want to be ruled, and the state to which she wanted to belong
(national self-determination). Most importantly, the French Revolution proclaimed
(initially) the altruistic character of nationalism and expressed the fraternity
among people, and condemned the domination of sovereigns. 48
Regardless, at this time it can be said that nationalism was in the final
stages of developing into an ideology.49 More than ever before, people were
unifying with one another behind a common goal, following and believing in a
common set of ideals, and realizing the need to throwaway old habits of political,
social and economic living. while still cherishing the shared history, rituals and
4- Ibid. po 32
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traditions that set them apart from others. These movements promoted a national
identity and culture, and they were successful.
Many theorists accept this time line of nationalism's origination, as well as
the elements and events that lead to its emergence. Some - here, namely Eric
Hobsbawm - maintain that it is the "invented" nature of traditions within these
societies that allowed for nationalism to rise. Hobsbawm explains that his theory
of "invented tradition" is taken to mean "a set of practices, normally governed by
overtly or tacitly accepted rules, which seek to inculcate certain values and
norms or behavior via repetition." He continues on to claim that this repetition
automatically "implies continuation with the past.,,50
The author gives banal examples to reinforce his theory: the royal
Christmas broadcast in Britain, the Cup Final in British Association Football, and
the tradition among judges to wear "the wig, robe and other formal
paraphernalia... [Which] could hardly acquire their modern significance until
other people stopped wearing [them]."51 The implication here is that traditions are
readily modified or abandoned to meet changing practical needs. He disregards
the emotional attachment some (arguably many) may acquire over time, not to
mention the functional role traditions play in unifying a group and anchoring the
ideological mindset of a nationalistic movement. Hobsbawm ignores the role
traditions played, and still play, in solidifying a community around shared
historical experiences, which inexorably contain genuine traditions, and
oJ Hobsbawm. Eric 'Introduction Inventing Traditions." From The Invention of Tradition, reprinted
in Nationalism Critical Concepts in Political Science. John Hutchinson. Anthony D. Smith. eds.
Vol 1 of 5. London Routledge. 2000 Pgs 375-387
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undoubtedly bolster the connection between man and his land. A "continuation
with the past," I argue, allows for a community or culture to flourish in the
present, while still upholding the important struggles and tribulations sustained by
ancestors.
Because of tradition, rituals, culture, shared history, common language,
and more, it was at the end of the 19th century when most people accepted that
Europe was divided into nations, and personally identified with one of these
nations emotionally, spiritually, culturally, and physically. People realized other
nations' differences and felt the need to strengthen and develop their own
peculiarities and specialties in somewhat of a "competition between nations."
Gaining an increased interest in their own nation, and national identity,
late 19th century Europeans began making cultural and political claims on behalf
of their nation, initiating the process of upholding the national community - now
called nationalism. Before the 19th century, people had local, regional, or
religious loyalties, but no idea of "nationhood," per se. Nationalism introduced the
idea that each nation has a specific territory, within which one may find a
common language, heritage, culture, rituals, and religion - all things that
constitute a nation, as well as reinforce the concept of "nationhood" itself. It also
emphasized that beyond the boundaries and specific characteristics of that
nation, the claims of other nations apply52 Suddenly there was more to the land,
and their connection with it than what the "locals" had known; there were w~OTe
other "nations" within the nation. not to mention nations on the other side of the
5; Smith, Nationalism Theory, Ideology, History Pg 25
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border and around the globe. Incidentally, nationalist movements came to rarely
agree on where the border should be, and as the movements and nationalism
grew, they introduced new territorial disputes in Europe. 53
Nationalism thus determined the political life of 19th century Europe.
Where the nation was part of an empire, the national liberation struggle was also
a struggle against older autocratic regimes, and nationalism was allied with
liberal anti-monarchical movements. Where the nation-state was a consolidation
of an older monarchy, as in Spain, nationalism was itself conservative and
monarchical. 54 Most nationalist movements began in opposition to the existing
order, but by the 20th century, there were groups that primarily identified
themselves specifically as nationalist, such as the Catalonians in Spain. What
should be remembered here is that nationalism and the nationalistic movements
that result from it shift depending on the unpredictability and volatility of a nation's
status quo, government, politics, and more.
~ Nationalism's Proliferation and Interpretation
"-
A movement's success depends on its dedication to its ideology:fts
objective, and to the land which it seeks to defend. Like other political ideas,
nationalism is spread among a population via the mechanism of socialization.
Ernest Gellner explains that the spread of an ideology does not depend so much
on "who said or wrote precisely what. or the actual formulation of the idea or
ideas. The issue IS that the conditions of life are such as to make the idea or
03 Snyder. LOUIS L Encyclopedia of Nalionallsm New York Paragon House. 1990
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ideas seem compelling, rather than, as they are in most other situations,
absurd."55 Here, one might remember a main tenet of ideology: It presents the
state of society in black and white terms, regardless of whether or not the terms
are logical or true; thus, the power lies within being able to persuade a group to
mobilize and take action. This is exactly what Gellner claims takes place with the
spread of nationalism. It is not necessarily the truth of the idea but the
attractiveness of the idea itself that has the ability to mobilize. 56
Gellner continues to explain that during nationalism's rise, societies
realized they were "in the presence of a phenomenon which springs directly and
inevitably from basic changes in our shared social condition ... ,[changes which
took place] within society, culture, and polity.,,57 The growth of mass education
and the reliance on family and culture was a launching pad, and later a catalyst
for this process, and a widespread European revolt against reason, authority,
tradition, and discipline swept through Western civilization from the late-18th to
the mid-19th centuries. This age is also known as Romanticism - a reaction
against the Enlightenment, and in part inspired by a revolt against aristocratic
social and political norms. Many Romanticists viewed themselves as the
fulfillment of the promise of the Age of Enlightenment. 58
During this time, there was a strong element of historical and natural
inevitability in the Romanticists ideas, and they stressed the importance of an
~~ Gellner. Ernest Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca Cornell University Press. 1983 Pg 126
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inspirational connection with nature, or "being one with one's land."59 This
connection reinforces a main tenet of nationalism: the literal and metaphorical
attachment to one's land, nation, and the identity that results from this
relationship. Overall, the Romanticists were attempting to entertain the idea that
a state or nation is essentially political, while nationality is primarily cultural and
inherent, and only incidentally political. 5o
This movement offered citizens a possibility to better identify themselves
with the culture, heritage, rituals, and land on which they lived and hopefully, but
not always, with the government which ruled them. We now call this nationalism,
a modern fusion and exaggeration of two very old phenomena - nationality and
patriotism.51 The combination of these two concepts allows for the formation of a
"national mind," or a psychological force which impels the members of a
nationality or group toward some community of thought and action.
This community of thought - "community" meaning the people who believe
in and follow the main tenets of the ideology - may be regarded as the belief
system of the group, and the potential resulting group action a response to
something (such as an unfair government or dictator, oppression and exploitation
of a community or entity's people, denial of basic rights to property. freedom and
liberty ... ). The ideology harbored by the group as a whole allows for the
population's collective action for or against the status quo. Here it is important to
stress nationalism's undeniable emotional elements, which are buttressed by the
~? Snyder. pg 102
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love one has for country, land, heritage, history, and more. This, however, does
not mean that nationalism cannot also be an ideological concept that is
reinforced by these sentiments. Nationalism's ability to emphasize the necessity
of history, tradition, culture, and remembrance, unites people unlike any other
doctrine.
Nationality and nationalistic movements are aggregates of varying and
conflicting groups and polities, each touched with its own unifying character.
Therefore, not only are groups held together and animated by common
consciousness, but also by the idea that all are seeking to find their expression in
what they regard as the highest form of organized activity, a sovereign state .62 At
the outset, the goal of becoming a sovereign state, nation or otherwise, was a
primary goal of nationalism, and arguably still is today.
!
Yet, as times change, so do the objectives of nationalist groups and
movements. Nationalism has developed into a theory of political legitimacy, as
.....
well, and it maintains that "ethnic boundaries should not cut across political ones,
and that ethnic boundaries within a given state, should not separate the power-
holders from the rest."63 Gellner elaborates on "the state" as a concentration of
order maintenance, yet recognizes that in particular circumstances nationalism
came to rise when the state was "too conspicuously present. Nationalism
sometimes emerges in milieu in which the existence of the state is already very
f, Kahn. Hans The Idea af Nationalism A study of Its OriginS and Background New York
Macmillan. 1946 Rpt in Nationalism' Critical Concepts in Political Science Eds. John
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much taken for granted."64 With this I agree; it is important to remember the
differing situations in which nationalism comes about, and the varying goals it
has, depending on the movement it is representing. It can be said still, that the
goals of nationalism - whether it is self-rule, the establishment of the state,
recognition of ethnic/cultural uniqueness, or the like - and the dedication of its
followers, act as unifying forces behind a movement.
~ Nationalism - Defined
To begin my definition of nationalism it is important to recognize several
key aspects. An essential factor in nationalism and nationalistic movements is
the similarity of culture among the group, as well as the belief that the group
composes a distinct society. The community tends to communicate in terms
whose meaning can only be identified in context and by those involved in that
community. This commonality demarcates who belongs and who does not and
was actively constructed and maintained by both elites and commoners 65 For
nationalistic movements to be successful, for nationalistic sentiment to take root,
and to fully understand the concept of nationalism, one must realize the similarity
of culture as both a necessary and sufficient condition of legitimate membership
within the group or entity. In other words, if you are not one of us, then you are
one of "them."
Additionally, it is also necessary that the leadership of the group is of the
same "national"' culture, or the one which defines the entity. To put it simply, no
f4 Ibid. pg 4
f5 Ibid. pg 7
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foreigners may rule US.56 In addition, no foreigners may lead us; that is, the
leader of the group or nation struggling for self-rule, cultural acceptance, and the
like, must share the same national identity with those s/he is leading. The leader
of the nation, state, government under which the citizens live, as a whole, must
also be the same national culture. A foreign leader in both cases most likely will
not succeed in achieving the goal of the group or entity, and may create more
tension and opposition within the nation.
Ernest Gellner touches on this important tenet as well, stating that there is
"one particular form of the violation of the nationalist principle to which nationalist
sentiment is quite sensitive: if rulers of the political unit belong to a nation other
than that of the majority of the ruled, this, for nationalists, constitutes an
outstandingly intolerable breech of political propriety.,,67 This becomes an
important factor when I begin discussing the Orange Revolution in Ukraine. For
now, cultural similarity between the leader of the group and the group itself is
essential to nationalism as a whole. One must remember also that contact with
opposition and conflict characterizes the relationship among members of the
group, defines their "nationalism" as well as separates it from others, and drives
the group to achieve its goal. Without competing groups and ideologies, there is
nothing that defines and sets a movement apart.
Organization of the group or entity is also necessary to nationalism; it is an
association within which members have a social position, carrying with it certain
responsibilities and obligations. For example, Hinduism is a culture which implies
ff Gellner. Ernest Nationalism New York: New York University Press. 1997. Pg 6
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caste organization, while the Habsburg Empire elicited the use of aristocratic
titles to determine ranking and hierarchy.58 The group must be made up of
elements that assign varied functions to members in order to ensure everyone
contributes to the group's collective purpose, as well as maintain the group's
ideology and political outlook. This intensifies the consciousness of nationality
and the political philosophy of the group. A certain position or rank in the group
allows members to feel connected to the movement in a certain important,
emotional and "national" way. By performing the job function of that certain
position, members feel they are actively participating, encouraging and promoting
the group's objective, as well as making a difference in their own lives and the
lives of other members. Members henceforth remain loyal to the principles and
ideology of the group, and take pride in their actions, the contribution they are
making to the ultimate goal, and the effect they will have on the group's success.
Inevitably, there will be perceived inequalities among members of the
group or movement. In this case, and to prevent such feelings, it is necessary for
the leader(s) of a movement or group to avoid behaving as such; that is, s/he
must continue to work as hard as the rest of the group to maintain the
movement's philosophy and principles (by partaking in grassroots efforts, rallies,
protests. or other efforts usually taken on by the masses), and direct the
movement's followers to transform the objective into a successful goal. Despite
the apparent inequality. there is in fact a more prominent "horizontal
comradeship" among members. It is this fraternity which makes it possible for so
fS Gellner. Ernest Nationalism New York New York University Press. 1997. Pg 3
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many millions of people over the past centuries to willingly die for their cause,
and for their nation.59
It is important to note here one of the most prominent and outspoken
theorists of nationalism, Benedict Anderson, argues that because many of the
members of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow
members (or meet them face-to-face), there is only an "imagined" connection or
communion created. Although this may be true, this does not mean that
members, who will arguably never meet, should not attempt to fc~ster a
connection based on the similarity of culture, ideas, tradition, and more. This will
serve to unite a potential movement, should they ever encounter one another
now or in the future. In other words, nationalism reinforces the idea that
communities - imagined or otherwise - are unifying phenomena despite whether
or not their members are 100 miles apart, have ever shaken hands, or even
shared a meaningful experience. Communities are not less valuable because
they are a human creation. This is exemplified in the final section of this paper
when I discuss the Orange Revolution in Ukraine.
Anderson's theory does not account for the ideological (and somewhat
utopian?) nature of nationalism and severely undercuts and underestimates its
inherent passion and unifying ability, which solidifies the relationship and
fraternity among communities regardless of the distance between them.
Members of a community recognize that they share feelings of fraternity,
substantial distinctiveness. and exclusivity. as well as the active interest in the
E? Anderson. Benedict Imaalned Communities Reflections on the Orlain and Spread of
Nationalism London Verso. 1991 Pg 5-7
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preservation and well-being of their nation. The simple awareness of the
existence of others who are part of the same community will likely be a more
cohesive and cooperative unit, and operate more efficiently in order to achieve
their goal, than one that was never given an inkling of thought. Members of such
a community see themselves sharing a common destiny and view their individual
success and well-being as closely dependent on the prosperity of the group as a
whole.?O
It is in this sense that political institutions aid the community or movement
to its success. Historically, the idea of the political state has commanded loyalty
from its members and, when the state and the people are in agreement this leads
to dignity and self-respect among members and for the state itself.?1 Similarly,
loyalty to a leader has been molded into loyalty to that leader's law and ideology.
This loyalty may lead to the change in the condition of the political institutions of
the state, especially if that leader offers a better, more utopian picture of life and
society than the present one. A leader who better represents the ideals of a
group of people - one who is able to create substance out of the abstract idea of
the political state - may serve to unite even further a group of people seeking a
change in status quo. This idea will be developed more when we look at Ukraine,
Russian political involvement. past and present leaders, and the recent
nationalistic movement for true independence. For now, I assert here that the
-2 Tamlr. Yael 'The Enigma of Nationalism - World Politics.47 (April. 1995), pgs 418-440
-, Brzezinski. Friedrich Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy Cambridge Harvard University
Press. 1965
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leader of a group or movement is a political institution, responding to and
assisting the needs of the movement to further the goal of the community.
For a leader to successfully "speak to" (literally and figuratively) the
movement and accurately represent the movement's ideology, similarity in
language becomes an incredibly important factor. Language is a chief element in
forming and sustaining a nationality, and tends to promote like-mindedness. This
like-mindedness is an inclusive set of ideas, as well as words, which advance
group-consciousness, or the sense of common interest among members. The
common goal of the group, past and present, is to protect its culture,
organization, national symbols, rituals, traditions, and more. There is an instant
and undeniable connection among people when similarity of language is realized:
the ideas, feelings and desires of a person are understood and can be acted
upon if people are able to successfully communicate and connect with one
another.
Language is used to express the successes and failures of shared
historical encounters thereby cementing the values found within the group and
among the members of a nationality.72 For example, the majority of Russian-
speaking southern and eastern Ukrainians supported Viktor Yanukovich in the
2004 Presidential election - the so-called pro-Russia candidate - versus the
Ukrainian-speaking western and central parts of the nation. who supported Viktor
Yushchenko. the "candidate of the people" and native Ukrainian 73 Although each
-; Hayes. Essays on Nationalism Pg 16.
73 Karatnycky. Adrian 'Ukraine's Orange Revolution" Foreign Affairs MagaZine r.larchfApril
2005
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man's stance on the direction to take the nation of Ukraine differed immensely,
the language preference (barrier?) of each constituency cannot be denied as
having a substantial impact on the outcome of the election and support each
candidate received.
The values held and emotions felt by the group toward their nationality
and national identity are solidified by historic traditions and experiences, as well
"
as by the current political, social, economic, and institutional arrangements.
These feelings and history are personified through symbols such as the national
flag, national anthem, and cultural rituals. Legends, folklore, and tales of historic
battles or encounters give a mental image to current group members and signify
the life and spirit of the nationality. All such representations act emotionally upon
individuals within the group, presenting them with a picture (albeit glorified) of the
spirit, the principle, and the ideology of their group and in so doing brings about a
deeper loyalty to their common nationality?4 Again, the emotional element of
nationalism is present here; however, it once more serves to increase the
dedication and the drive of those involved to achieve the ultimate ends. Emotion
is merely a symptom of nationalism, a finite part of a more important whole.
As an afterthought, one should also recognize nations with nationalisms
that are ruled or unduly influenced by powers removed from the group's territory,
as well as their culture, history. traditions, and more. The former nations of the
USSR (presently the Commonwealth of Independent States), such as Ukraine
and Belarus are accurate examples of this situation: Russia once had (and
"4 Hayes. pg 17
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arguably still does have) an overt influence on the policy, politics, culture,
language, society, economics, and institutional make up of these two nations,
especially Ukraine. Unwelcome outside authorities who exert pressure on a
nation or entity may serve to increase the disciples of a nationalistic movement,
strengthen their resolve, and will most surely experience (if not immediately,
eventually) the wrath of a people who are determined to create change in order
to live a better, freer life.
To reiterate thus far, a nationalistic movement constitutes an independent
and united entity, which does not necessarily require recognition as a "nation" but
can be represented as a tribe, community, culture, group, polity, and the like. The
members must have unquestioning respect and loyalty, patriotism and faith in the
group's excellence over other nationalities, and maintain pride in its distinctions,
peculiarities and uniqueness. The active form of these princuples is nationalism,
an ideological movement whose goals may be, but are not limited to attaining or
maintaining autonomy, unity and identity for a population, whose members
constitute an actual or potential "nation," where a nation is considered a group of
people who share common customs, origins. history, and (frequently) language.
The organization. community, leadership, and maintained equality among
members of the group all play a significant role and affect the successful or
unsuccessful outcome of the movement's objectives.
Overall, nationalism takes into account issues that other ideologies
neglect. And. although every nationalism pursues the goal of national identity in
varying degrees. it can be said that the group always comes back to the idea of
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"the nation" and with goals of collective self-rule, territorial unification, cultural
identity, and often (and necessarily) a clear political and cultural program for
achieving these ends. 75
<s> The Limits, Criticisms of Nationalism
As with everything, there are limits to nationalism. The concept itself
asserts that political fences make good neighbors; its essential nature is to leave
people out. This creates "others" and from this comes tension, and perhaps the
idea of "us versus them." The irrationality and aggressiveness of nationalism is
evident throughout history, and possibly at its worst was illustrated by Hitler's
Nazi regime. Evils and atrocities committed in the name of nationalism have a
much larger scope and a more impressionable impact than do positive
nationalistic movements. A community's attempt to close off their borders or limit
contact with "others" who are seen as different - culturally, ethnically-,-"
religiously ... - may be interpreted as racist or supremist, rather than nationalistic.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to overcome the "bad name" these and other events
have given nationalism. I agree with Benedict Anderson, who said it should be
stressed that "the goals of racism and other fanatic beliefs actually have their
origin in ideologies of class, rather than in those of the nation or nationalism.,,76
Such seemingly racist. nihilistic, and extreme events should be dealt with
on an individual basis. and evaluated with specific consideration of the qualities
and peculiarities of each unique and aggressive situation. In the end, one may
75 Smith. Nationalism Theory, Ideology, History. Pgs 10.21
76 Anderson. pg 149.
46
call these acts of nationalism, no matter how extreme, however one cannot do so
rightfully without fully examining the circumstances particularities of each case.
The desire to label an act of aggression as super-nationalistic is much stronger
and much easier to do than taking the time to investigate the situation thoroughly
and completely in order to ensure there is not a better-fitting label or ideology for
such conditions.??
Another criticism of nationalism, which considers the concept as a whole
and does not distinguish among its many aspects and conditions, is its so-called
scant philosophical attention; that is, there is no Hobbes, Marx, Weber, or other
such thinker that has punctuated nationalism as these figures have human
nature, class struggles, and the development of capitalism. 78 Despite its alleged
limited philosophical treatment, the concept is clearly an important tenet in
political, economic and sociological history, as even today there are nationalistic
demonstrations taking place in Eastern Europe, Africa, Central and Latin
America, and elsewhere. Many theorists' prediction of nationalism's end has
been met with the ideology's perseverance and persistence, and evidence of this
important system of beliefs remains clear, present, applicable, and ever-
appropriate, as I shall demonstrate later in my analysis of Ukraine.
Another criticism is that some theorists consider nationalism as an
ideological "totalization:" that is, societal change, group homogeneity, cultural
I I Here. I think of the misconception of nationalism as fascism. racism. totalitarianism.
authoritarianism. and more The ease of labeling nationalistic uprisings as aggressive and/or one
of these completely different ideologies is what I feel. most of the time. gives nationalism its
~~putatlon of being overly-aggressive. violent and destructive
~ Gans. Chaln1 The Limits of Nationalism Cambridge Cambridge University Press. 2003
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organization, and other aspects of nationalism overshadow its otherwise obvious
authoritarian regulating tendencies. This totalizing, as the argument goes,
requires members to adhere closely, if not exactly, to the group's doctrines; if one
strays outside the tenets of the ideology (by embracing, for example, a slightly
different or competing theory), s/he can no longer be trusted to uphold it.79
Proponents of nationalism recognize the totalization concept and seek to
challenge these arguments by emphasizing the importance of other, balancing
principles of nationalism, such as tradition, religion, language, culture, rituals, and
democracy (the last being arguably one of the more important principles of
nationalism). Despite the tradition and rituals inherent in nationalism, as a
concept it is not static but rather dynamic, self-motivating, and malleable.
Members of a group are able to tweak and slightly reinterpret elements of the
ideology in order to make them "their own." At the same time, they are still able to
remain true to the basic code of beliefs in order to maintain the group's unity and
strength. In fact, it can be said that the main elements of nationalism seek to
somewhat loosely define the politics, society, and economic design of the goal
culture of a community, regardless of whether the group is seeking national
identity, self-determination, or the like. Nationalism's lack of a forcible nature in
this sense allows a member to interpret and view the goal culture - the group's
idea of utopia - slightly different than her neighbor. This is inevitably dependent
on which kind of "nationalism" is in question; that is, is the nationalistic uprising
due to ethnic. civic. cultural. or political concerns? The multitude of "nationalisms"
7? Jusdanis. pg 26
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is too expansive to discuss here, nor are they applicable or relevant to the paper
as a whole. Important however is maintaining the idea that whatever nationalism
is in question, the means to an end and the end itself are by and large the same
for the whole group. The allowed flexibility here is what makes nationalism a
stand-out and impressive ideology.
~ A Note on Nationalism's Reputation (A Reply to Critics)
Such criticisms of nationalism are necessary - all well-developed
ideologies and theories have their share of constructive analysis - however, they
stand on many unexamined assumptions. Many critics simply see the main
aspects of nationalism as charged with negativity and claim they compete directly
with the development and progress of a nation, group, community, or culture. ao
As mentioned before, negative outcomes are possible when nationalism is taken
to its extreme end. Racism, ethnic cleansing, fascism, and oppression have
resulted from many movements that call themselves nationalistic: White
supremist action in the US in the 1950s and 1960s, the genocide in Rwanda in
1994, the ethnic cleansing of Serbs in Sarajevo in the early 1990s, and
authoritarian political movement which ruled Italy from 1922 to 1943 under the
leadership of Benito Mussolini, are all valid examples.
On the same token however. positive nationalistic campaigns have led to
(re)unification, independence. and progress within many nations. groups. ethnic
communities. and cultures. Specifically. nationalism in the positive sense relies
EJ Jusdanis. pg 27
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on the strengthening of national unity, including campaigns for national salvation
in times of crisis; emphasizing national identity and rejecting negative and total
foreign influences; peacefully annexing territory which is considered part of the
national homeland: and economic nationalism, which is the promotion of the
national interest in economic policy. These and other motivating factors
encouraged calls for the end of British colonial rule, the 20th century nationalist
movement in India, and justification for a Chinese state that was at odds with the
earlier idea of the Chinese universal empire. Further, World War I led to the
United States' encouragement for new nation-states in Europe and resulted in
several multi-nation empires' disintegration (Ottoman Empire, Austro-Hungarian
Empire). The Versailles Treaty of 1919 was an attempt to recognize the principle
of nationalism and an "attempt to keep the peace."Sl Lastly, and many years
later, the Soviet Union fell apart and the creation of the Commonwealth of
Independent States led to independence for many Eastern European nations.
Through these and other important exan;-PI'es> it is evident that the
possibility for diplomatic nationalistic movements exists, and can have as great,
or possibly a greater impact on the future of different groups, communities, and
nations, as do aggressive movements. It is important to recognize that
nationalistic uprisings do not simply arise from a vacuum and do not remain
immobile. They require and inspire action, motivation, accord, some
traditionalism, and most importantly participation. These principles create the
foundation, strength and power for endless possibilities of liberty, freedom. and
0' Ibid. pg 29
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self-rule. However contradictory the concept seemingly is, nationalism is the
principle political stance from which the legitimacy of states can be challenged,
and is thus both an agent of change and a guarantor of stability.82
~ Conclusions - Sections I. & II.
I have examined and defined the basic tenets of ideology and nationalism.
My approach was less traditional, and I hope that I have not glossed over
elements that have been otherwise considered more important. It is impossible,
of course, with such broad and sometimes elusive concepts like ideology and
nationalism, to cover all the aspects, conditions, and situations in which these
theories are interrelated and have an impact on one another. One conclusion to
be drawn at this point is that these theories are equally important politically,
socially, historically, and institutionally, and contain similar explanatory elements
and characteristics that lend insight into their innate complexities.
With such substantial and, at times vague features and characteristics, it
is almost impossible to demonstrate, verbally and theoretically, that nationalism
is in fact an ideology witho~ the help of a representative case study. That
nationalism can be (and should be) considered an ideology is of the utmost
importance at this time: the idea itself is no where near its predicted demise, and
it is still today flourishing around the globe as nations and communities battle for
equal and fair representation, basic human rights, and democracy. I support this
e; Furtado. pg 87
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claim in the following section by applying what I have thus far explained to the
political and social conditions of Ukraine.
In examining the history, politics and nationalism of Ukraine, I maintain
that the Orange Revolution was the result of centuries of Russian interference,
corruption, and bullying. Ukrainians recognized the freedom of a political
community can be won, and can only be won by the members of that community.
The goal of independence then, in John Stuart Mill's words, is "the right of a
people to become free by their own efforts and ... their success (or failure?)
should not be impeded [upon] by an alien power."83 Liberation and self-
determination are universal experiences, but each nation encounters them its
own particular way. This is the essence of the ideology of nationalism. Ideology
plays an intricate part here in Ukrainians' decision to rise up; remembering that it
is the belief system that "gives one cause for doing" is essential in the following
section. I examine here how Ukrainians made nationalism their ideology and total
independence their goal.84
III. Ukraine and the Orange Revolution
Ukraine came onto the world stage in the early morning hours of
December 27. 2004. Finally the presidential candidate, for whom the majority of
83 Ibid. pg 179. from JS f...'ill. "A Few Words on Non-Intervention,- Dissertations and
Discussions New York. 1873
e~ Tamir. Yael 'The Enigma of Nationalism - World Polilics47 (April. 1995). pgs 418-440
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the country voted, had been officially instated as Ukraine's new leader. President
Viktor Yushchenko declared, "For fourteen years, we were independent, and now
we are a free nation."85 Yanukovich and Yushchenko battled for the role of
president; the first round of voting on the 31 51 of October was so close the
election required a run-off which took place in November. Those election results
subsequently received widespread criticism of irregularities, fraud, ballot-box
stuffing, and double voting by citizens who were bussed from region to region to
vote (which was largely claimed to be the work of the Russian-supported
candidate Viktor Yanukovich).86 Reports of violations such as limited media
coverage and voter intimidation were rampant in the initial rounds of the run-off,
but were described to have lessened by the third time around when the supreme
court of Ukraine ruled that due to obvious election fraud, a new round of voting
would take place in DecemberB7
The Orange Revolution - the name given to the protests - was a mass
gathering of ethnic Ukrainians, Russian Ukrainians, poor, wealthy, students,
industrial workers, and businessmen who demanded to be fairly and
democratically represented. The Orange Revolution was a battle between the
ideologies of a suppressed Ukrainian nationalism and stubborn, despotic
Communism. As it was claimed in many reports during and after the election,
"many [protestors] were not [in Kiev] out of devotion to the EU, and few because
E5 "At Last. President Yushchenko: Ukraine's Re-Run Election" The Economist 28 December
2004. The Economist Global Agenda
e5 Quinn-Judge. Paul Yuri Zarakhovich 'The Orange Revolution Why Russia. the US and
Europe care so much about Ukraine's disputed presidenlial election" Tlr-.'E Europe 6 December
2004. pas 1-3 http I\v\vw time com'tlme'eurcoe magazine rrlntoutiO, 13155832153,00 html
c- -
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they adored Mr. Yushchenko. Most simply wanted an honest government and an
honest election. Messrs Kuchma, Yanukovich, and Putin did not understand
this."88 The people of Ukraine, however, made them quite aware. Arguably, this
was not simply an anti-corruption protest - Ukrainians and every other former
Soviet state had experienced extreme corruption before without subsequent
resulting protests. The Orange Revolution was different; yes, it was a reaction
against overt electoral fraud and corruption, but it was also a movement that
demanded Ukraine be recognized as a nation, having its own national identity,
history, tradition, language, and culture, and not simply a subject of Russian rule
and intervention.
For the first time ever in its history of independence, Ukrainians gathered
together to form a nationwide political movement that was successful. The variety
of people involved, the differing social classes from which each person hailed,
and even their differing languages proved to be less of a barrier than anyone
could have imagined, and actually resulted in a gathering of "inexplicable
promptitude and surprising ease.
[During the protests in Kiev]. we see taxi drivers giving free lifts to new
arrivals, townsfolk offering free shelter... Managers of thriving firms and
pensioners, who normally count every penny. are now buying toothbrushes and
warm socks for frozen students in the tents. Students are rushing to rallies
despite the risk of being expelled from their colleges. Well-dressed men are
readily pushing muddied buses out of snowdrifts. Girls are handing out flowers to
police: police are refusing to carry out orders that do not tally with their idea of
honor. [Many] feel proud of people who have arisen for the first time in a
conscious. categorical and organized protest. The people have made up their
55 Ibid
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minds to carryon an exhausting struggle for their right to choose their future.
[Most] inmates of the Independence Square [where the Orange Revolution took
place] are defending not so much Mr. Yushchenko as their trampled down rights.
The scale of falsification was obvious to everyone who had eyes and was not
afraid to see the truth." 89
Yushchenko's followers were not simply acting out the "fetish of an unwise
crowd;" they were hungry for a change in status quo, a change in leadership, a
change in the personification of the words "power" and "individual rights.,,9o For
decades, the same faces and attitudes were in positions of authority and
representation, and they took advantage of the former and did not truly believe in
the latter. After fourteen years of independence, it was time for Ukraine to be
truly free.
Andrew Wilson, in his book Ukrainian Nationalism in the 1990s, explains a
threefold "periodization" that takes place. within national movements and one he
considers normative to Eastern Europe. The author of the theory, Miroslav
Hroch, is quoted by Wilson,
"The first phase ('scholarly interest') involved a handful of local intelligentsia
engaged in antiquarian research to validate a sense of national separateness;
the second ('patriotic agitation') represented the politicization of the intelligentsia
and the forming of the first nationalist organizations; and the third ('the rise of a
mass national movement') the attempt by the intelligentsia to raise the national
E9 Nedeli. Zerkalo. 'Ukrainian Newspaper Looks at Features. Role of Ongoing Opposition
Protest" The Financial Times 30 November 2004. emphasis added.
9J Ibid.
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consciousness of the popular (usually peasant) masses and establish a truly
national movement." 91
As Wilson contests, Hroch's periodization can be useful in pointing out
benchmarks in Ukraine's history of nationalism and nationalistic movements. And
although Wilson applies this theory in earlier periods - 1780 to 1919 - I maintain
it is also applicable to more modern Ukrainian nationalistic tendencies. We see
an attempt by many Ukrainians in 1930-1950 to salvage what little identity they
had left by resisting Russification, collectivization, and involvement with the Nazis
in the Second World War. We see the appearance of an attempt at politicization
of the intelligentsia in the 1960s and 1970s, as well as the emergence of informal
and non-party organizations in the late 1980s with perestroika.92
The Orange Revolution, I contend, is the epitome of Hr~ch's third phase -
the true awareness of the popular masses in order to form a nationalistic
movement. One may argue here that Ukraine's declaration of independence in
1991 constitutes the third phase; there was mobilization and public awareness
with intentions of changing the status quo. However, Wilson himself contends
and I agree, that "the Ukrainians did not win [independence in 1991] as the result
of a long and arduous struggle that could have strengthened the post-
independence polity .... The sharp discontinuities in the history of Ukrainian
national movements" created a situation where no single intellectual movement
for independence, establishment of political parties, or development of stable
?1 Hroch. Mlroslav Social Preconditions of a National Revival In Europe Cambridge Cambridge
UniverSity Press. 1985 Rpt Andrew Wilson. Ukrainian Nationalism in the 19905 Cambridge
Cambridge University Press. 1997 Pg 26
?< Prize!. Ilya .Ukraine Between Proto-Democracy and Soft Authoritarianism - Pg 335
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democratic, society-based independent institutions like religion, media, and
education became dominant.93 The same corrupt, state-friendly elite held
powerful positions in the government and in business, and the people were still
not truly represented in a politically justifiable and socially democratic way.
My assertion then is what filled the "void" of the third phase of Hroch's
theory is not Ukraine's declaration of independence in 1991 - this moment in
history, although certainly a milestone, left Ukraine still identity-less and under-
represented, two things that are both important to a common basic belief
system 94 Essentially this moment in history was independence only on paper,
not in reality. Rather, the Orange Revolution proved to be the third phase and
represented Ukrainian's desire for true independence. It was successful in raising
public and mass consciousness, which resulted in a true national movement that
proclaimed goals of political and social freedom, and national identity sought out
by peaceful nationalistic protest.
In the following pages I will address the history behind the explosion that
was the Orange Revolution. Decades of brutal oppression and tyranny by
leaders of the USSR stifled national identity, unity, ideology, and created a divide
among Ukrainians. Ukraine tasted nationalism throughout its difficult history, but
every attempt failed to make a true, changeful impact; the country was time and
again left to be ruled by the iron fist of the Soviet Union. It seemed the openness
and reform policies of the late 1980s were going to be salvation for many of the
~3 Wilson. Ukrainian Nationalism in the 1990s. Pgs 25.59
~4 Miller. Arther H 'Establishing Representation Mass and Elite Political Attitudes in Ukraine"
Sharon L Wolchlck and Volodymyr Zviglyanich. eds Ukraine: The Search for a National Identity.
Lanham Rowman & littlefield Publishers. Inc. 2000. pgs 213-236.
57
Soviet nations, but the leadership turnover was lacking and the old elite
continued to rule in favor of the mother country, not of the people, even after
independence in 1991. This ideology could not save Ukrainian society from "the
possible explosion of mass anger" provoked by the continuing decline of people's
living standards and political representation. 95 The Soviet-Ukraine relationship
explains the action taken by the protesters and the goals of the Orange
Revolution. Using nationalism as their ideology and freedom as their motivation,
Ukraine triumphed over years of oppression and brutality. The people's actions
were more than a decade late, but spectacular - and successful- nonetheless.
~ The Orange Explosion
The elements described in the previous pages were dynamically merged
by Ukrainians in the winter of 2004. They - the ideas thus far explained and the
Ukrainian people - came together to act as an educating, motivating, and
participatory force, leading to much needed and desired change in the region.
The history of Russian repression and intervention has proven powerful in
strengthening the determination for Ukrainian independence. People clearly saw
that "the Kremlin was behind Yanukovich [and the election fraud] and were
outraged by Russia's attempt to determine Ukraine's fate. This experience was
95 Holovakha. Evhen I "Popular Social and Political Attitudes in Ukraine- Sharon L Wolchick and
Volodymyr Zviglyanich. eds. Ukraine: The Search for a National Identity Lanham: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers. Inc.. 2000. pgs. 213-236.
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)galvanizing for Ukrainians, which gave them a feeling they belonged to a single
nation," a feeling that many Ukrainians had never before experienced.96
As I mentioned earlier, ideology's significance lies mainly in its ability to
mobilize people, not in the sense that it "causes one to do" but that it "gives one
cause for doing." The belief in nation, leader, and person brought about the
strength Ukrainians needed to cooperatively and effectively create change. Using
nationalism as their base and guiding set of principles - as their ideology -
Ukraine demanded to be represented by the candidate they rightfully elected.
They resigned to put an end to Russian intervention, corruption, and repression
within their borders. The slogan of current President Yushchenko's political party,
Our Ukraine, is "It's time! There is only one Ukraine for all of us!" Their website
proclaims, "Regardless of falsifications and administrative pressure, democratic
forces - not the Communists - have won the elections [in 2004] for the first time in
the history of independent Ukraine.,m
Viktor Yanukovich - otherwise known as Russia's candidate and regarded
as the public face of Ukraine's largest and most brutal oligarchic clan - with the
help of Russian President Vladimir Putin and former President Kuchma, sought
to reassert Russian influence in the territory of its former empire. Putin directly
intervened twice in the Ukrainian elections by endorsing Yanukovich, and later by
congratulating Yanukovich on his win even though the fraud behind the election
~5 Mite. ValentlnasUkraine 'Orange Revolution' - Break with the Past or Historical Bllp?-
RadloFree Europe/Radio Liberty 21 December 2004
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results were still being investigated.98 The election became the dirtiest in
Ukraine's history; state resources were overwhelmingly deployed in support of
Yanukovich, and the mass media, particularly television, gave widespread
positive coverage to him, while covering Yushchenko in negative terms.99
Overall, Russian intervention to support Yanukovich was so heavy-handed, that
"their strategy actually backfired. A lot of Ukrainians were very turned off by
Russian efforts to sway support for Yanukovich.,,1oo
Ukrainians followed Mr. Yushchenko and demanded that the candidate
they rightly and justly elected be given his chance to lead them to a better life.
Citizens organized around a leader they felt truthfully represented them,
presented their goal of true independence, and took the steps necessary - those
of a true nationalistic movement - to create change in their nation. I will connect
the historical events and concepts presented here with elements of the "re-
awakening" of nationalism today in Ukraine, which was epitomized by the Orange
Revolution. Ukrainian claims for real independence are made clear and are
justified by explaining the Soviet era and the actions of authoritarian leaders
during that time. Ukrainian and Russian identity, assimilation, Russian migration,
and the political and social treatment (favoring?) of Russian diasporas in Ukraine
are telling factors in the resulting Orange Revolution.
SS Ford. Chris "Ukraine The Unfinished Revolution - www workersl'bertyorg (27 June 2005)
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Recall from earlier pages the two specific interpretations of ideology: the
descriptive (how humans actually live) and the prescriptive (how humans should
live). For Ukraine, the realization that life could, and should be better led them to
mobilize and demand change. Nationalism as the ideology harbored by
Ukrainians revealed a three-fold pattern: 1) having experienced decades of
tyranny and authoritarianism under Soviet scrutiny and brutality, Ukrainians
realized what would become of their lives if they did not rise up and demand
"-
change: Oppression, corruption, fraud, and denial of socia'ldemocracy would
continue, and gone would be their hopes for free political thinking and national
identity; 2) nationalism as Ukrainians ideology became independent from what
many citizens already knew (namely oppression and Sovietization) and arguably
brought about a "truer way of thinking, being, and acting; and 3) nationalism
provided a logical, organized way of thinking and acting that would lead
Ukrainians to realize their goals of political freedom and national independence.
It mobilized followers around these premises and predicted (and resulted in) a
better way of life. I argue that a combination of decades of Soviet pressure and
brutality, Ukraine's sordid political relationship with Russia, and. the years of
repressed Ukrainian desire to be recognized as a legitimate nation, separate
from Russia, led to the nationalistic uprising we now call the Orange Revolution.
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~ The Soviet Era and Regionalism in Ukraine101
When the resistance of 1917-1920 finally broke down, the Ukrainian
regions were partitioned. By 1922 all pockets of nationalism had been eliminated
and in December of that year the Ukrainian SSR officially became a part of the
USSR. 102 The remaining regions were divided in three: Galicia and most of
Volhynia returned to Poland, Transcarpathia became part of the new
Czechoslovak state, and Bukovyna went to Romania. The variety of peoples and
ethnicities in and around the Ukraine was astonishing.
Regions under closer Russian supervision and the protection of the
Russian community outside its borders were cited as important initial rationale for
harsh action against non-Russians by Soviet authorities. 103 The issue of
"Russians beyond Russia" gave the mother country reason to get involved in the
politics and societies of nations beyond the Federation's official borders.
Russians inside Ukraine proved to be "a vital national interest" to Russia, and
thus buttressed the country's claim to have the leading role in the USSR. 104 As
one might assume, this type of intervention suppressed the nationality and
101 "The Soviet Era," where I refer to it as such, is the time of the Communist Party rule in the
USSR from 1917 to 1991, when the Soviet republics declared independence. Although the
Communist Party did not officially come to power until 1921, the four years preceding the Party's
rise are important as well Since this period, which is more than 7 decades long, is quite
extensive and complicated politically, socially and other\vise, I will not be able to address here all
important situations, historical moments. events. etc, in their entirety. For matters of space and
time, I carefully selected events and situations that proved most relevant to the discussion at
hand
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identity of Ukrainians, in addition to that of other Republics, and was central to
the USSR's goal of creating a Soviet ''people.,,105
o The East and South
Given Ukraine's huge ethnic Russian population and profound regional
differences, the nation's identity has historically been torn between two sides of
the proverbial coin: on the one side there was the "Little Russian" mentality
seeking autonomy from, but continued links with the mother country; and on the
other side, the strong and vocal demands for outright independence. The
daunting task for Ukrainians over the years was to preserve a cultural identity
recognizable throughout and complementary to all ethnicities of Ukraine. The
goal of the Soviet leaders was to prevent this at all costs.
For decades, Ukrainians feared that Russification and assimilation would
diminish, and possibly completely wipe out their diverse history, traditions,
culture, language, and more. As we see today this did not happen, but it is
undeniable that the Soviet era did leave lasting scars. Soviet leaders continually
viewed any manifestation of Ukrainian nationalism as part of an elaborate
scheme by outside governments to dismantle the Russian empire. 106 To stave off
such imagined threats, Soviet leaders encouraged and relied on large scale
~C5 Ibid. pg 8
~cs Prize!. Ilya National Identity and Foreign Policy Nationalism and Leadership in Poland,
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migration and the resulting "Soviet" communities to dilute the powers of national
groups and consolidate Soviet rule. 107
Various Russification tactics by migrant communities were encouraged by
Soviet leaders, and ensured a strong Russian pull on the populations of Ukraine
early in the Soviet period. The idea of a loyal Soviet people was reinforced
especially in the East and South of Ukraine, where many ethnic Russians
migrated with orders to weaken the powers of native groups seeking political
expression and involvement. In return for their loyalty, enclaves were rewarded
with political and economic power disproportionate to their numbers in the
population in which they now lived. 1oB Economic benefits and aid to industrial
workers and corporations - typically run by Soviet cronies and corrupt
businessmen - were doled out for such actions.
The East became one of the main centers for resistance to
Ukrainianization, and "Eastern sections of the Russian Communist Party sought
to undermine the politics aiming to [positively] alter the status and position" of
Russians and their leaders in Ukraine. 1og This allowed Moscow-based powers to
serve as the political center in these communities, then and now, rather than
allowing those who were indigenous to the area establish their own
organizations. This stunted the growth of political parties and powers that could
have developed into "native" groups in Ukraine There has not been a single
':~ Melvin. pg 8
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regional party or movement that has gathered the support of the whole Eastern
and Southern areas because of divisive Russification endeavors.
The promise of Russian as the lingua franca forced many ethnic
Ukrainians to ignore or completely cease speaking their native language. To
Russia, and thus the enclaves, Russian was "the language of success" and the
only language to be spoken publicly throughout the Soviet Union. 110 In the South
and East, 51 percent of people were ethnic Ukrainians, but only 31 percent
claimed Ukrainian as their native language. In Donetsk City, an overwhelming 82
percent of the population was Russian-speaking, which meant that "the
Ukrainians were not successful in linguistically conquering" the enclaves'
tendency toward the Russian language. 111 Attempts to disrupt the development
of the Ukrainian language and thus, the identity attached to it were surprisingly
successful throughout the Soviet era.
o The West
Most of Western Ukraine did not share with the great mass of Ukrainians
the full Soviet experience. The Soviet era's influence on events in Western
Ukraine was divided by waves of emigration and generational lines. As lIya Prizel
contends. "Many of the older exiles continue to see Ukraine in terms of its
struggle against Poland, and later, the USSR.,,112 The East for centuries was part
of the Russian Empire, while the Western regions belonged to other European
states. Ukrainian national consciousness and civil society in the West had much
"0 Ibid
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more time to develop and mature than in the East. This did not mean, however,
that the rulers of Western Ukraine did not attempt the same assimilation tactics
as did the USSR.
Poland reneged on its promise to allow the use of Ukrainian in public
administration and state education; in 1924 a law banned the use of Ukrainian in
state offices, schools became bilingual institutions in which Polish predominated,
Ukrainian social and political organizations were harassed, and at least 100,000
to 300,000 Poles were encouraged to settle in Galacia and Volhynia. 113 Despite
the traditional links between these two regions and the fact that they were able to
maintain nationalistic ties throughout Polanization, Western Ukraine still
experienced brutal Soviet oppression of nationalism and identity.
Rulers such as Vladimir Lenin and Joseph Stalin greatly affected early
Ukrainian national identity and politics. Lenin advocated the phasing-out of the
bourgeois class, located mainly in the Western cities, as well as those people
that stood in the way of his power, all while attempting to keep a democratic spin
on things. His system discouraged dissenting opinions and severely punished
opposition parties, leaders, and followers, all the while never completely
destroying these groupS.114 After the Bolshevik Revolution, Lenin decided a
partial return to a market economy would help the country recover from the
destruction of the previous three years. This brought about a period of relative
prosperity and allowed "the young Soviet government to consolidate its political
"3 Wilson. Ukrainian Nationalism in the 1990s Pg 15.
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position and rebuild the Union's infrastructure.,,115 Western nationalistic political
groups and social organizations began to form in order to begin the process of
political mobilization and national consciousness, albeit covertly.
As Andrew Wilson explains, much of Ukraine's national identity - as a
whole - was still annexed by Russia. Transnational identities, as ambiguous as
they were, still exercised a considerable attraction over older generations
because of the encouragement by the Soviet regime to accept the "imperial
identity, but also not to think of it as imperial. ... It was perfectly normal for many
non-titular subjects to identify with the 'imperial idea'" advocated by Russia, but
hindered true Ukrainian and Russian identity just the same. It remained, for many
years, that the privileging of Russia was both attractive and repellant. It helped
some to identify more easily with the new '''imperial culture,' while for others the
very insidiousness of this temptation produced a backlash. ,,116
~Collectivization and Famine - Soviet Policies Do Not Discriminate
When Joseph Stalin emerged as the leader of the Communist Party after
Lenin's death in 1924, agricultural lands were collectivized creating large, state-
run farms. The dreadful famine that engulfed the USSR was the result of Stalin's
policy of forced collectivization. 11 ? The heaviest losses occurred in Ukraine,
which had been the most productive agricultural area of the Soviet Union. Author
"5 Motyl. Alexander J . ed Thinking Theoretically About Soviet Nationalities New York Columbia
University Press. 1992
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Vladimir Shlapentokh notes that "the peasants [in agrarian regions] were treated
as the enemies of the Soviet system" and were left to die in a manner many
considered implicative of genocide. 118
Stalin was determined to crush all remnants of Ukrainian nationalism no
matter where it was located, and the famine was accompanied by a devastating
purge of the Ukrainian intelligentsia and bourgeois. The famine broke the
peasants' will to resist the Soviet Empire and left Ukraine politically, socially, and
psychologically traumatized. 119 Stalin's consolidation of power brought a swift
end to any Ukrainianization that was occurring. For many years thereafter,
Ukrainians and Russians continued to be viewed as a single people - although
Ukraine was singled out for particularly brutal repression - and Ukrainian settlers
"were sent to other republics to support and help the proliferation of policies of
Sovietization/Russification."12o Many did not have any strength left to resist.
Stalin also restricted art and literature, and the radical energy of
organizations were replaced by the solemn stateliness of Soviet pragmatism.
Religion was also violently repressed, as churches were closed, destroyed, or
converted to other uses. Stalin purged all opposition to himself within the
Communist Party as well as all opposition to party policy. By the end of the
1930s, "the Soviet Union had become a country in which life was more strictly
"5 Shlapentokh. Vladimir A Normal Totalitarian Society Pg 36
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regulated than ever before. Experimentation had ended, and discipline was the
rule of the day.,,121
Continued Russocentric activities were employed by many of Moscow's
later leaders: the Ukrainian church was abolished and the replaced emphasis
was put on the importance of common past rather than common religion; severe
restrictions on the use of the Ukrainian language were employed; the harassment
of even semi-private Ukrainian religious and political organizations was rampant;
the absence of the acknowledgement of Ukrainian elements in art and literature
reflected the automatic assumption that "Ukraine" was just "Russia;" and the use
of myths and symbols by Russian writers and artists completely bypassed their
true Ukrainian rootS. 122 Because these political, social, religious, and cultural
debates were prematurely terminated, many of the key themes resurfaced in the
1990s.
After decades of foreign rule and the indiscriminate assimilation of peoples
to non-Ukrainian culture, Ukraine had become a nation without a politically
"usable" past. 123 This discontinuity made it more difficult for Ukraine to develop a
coherent sense of purpose. then and now. In addition, regional differences were
exacerbated by Soviet activities in Ukraine, and over the years proved even more
divisive, impeding the country's development toward becoming a nation with a
coherent identity and sense of fraternity. But, the most important experience the
121 Tlsmaneanu. Vladimir. and Michael Turner 'Understanding Post-Sovietism. Between Residual
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Soviet Era provides is the knowledge that the region's citizens saw and endured
radical evil in pure form. 124
The scars of brutal dictators are visible by Ukrainians' lack of national
identity, then and now. The years of torment and oppression, I assert, have
inevitably led to the backlash that we now know as the Orange Revolution. The
movement was unsuspected by many, as peaceful protestors chose to voice
their concern and discontent with the "old elite," corrupt Ukrainian leaders, and
Russian political and economic pressure. Russia's historically harsh relationship
with Ukraine in particular, has caused it to emerge as .one of the Republics most
affected by the Soviet era; for decades, the two nations functioned as a single
political, economic, and cultural unit. 125 Throughout the country's fifteen years of
independence, Ukraine had difficulties cutting ties with Russia. The election fraud
of the 2004 presidential election proved to be the straw that broke the nation's
back.
~ The Orange Solution
As I have described, the internal political situation in Ukraine throughout
the Soviet era was considerably harsh and inevitably complicated by the debate
about identity. Today the regions are still confused as to which side - Ukraine or
Russia - best represents them, their history, language. culture, and,more. Many
Russians. because they were encouraged to live outside their nation's borders,
1;4 Tismaneanu. Vladimir. Fantasies of Salvation Democracy, Nationalism, and Myth in Post-
Communist Europe Princeton Princeton University Press. 1998 Preface. x.
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lacked a clear territorial identity - a homeland - other than the USSR as a whole.
Ukrainians alike do not have a clear picture of what it means to be "Ukrainian"
due to years of Soviet assimilation and Russification. 126
The Soviet Union's policies did not discriminate, however, and the whole
of Eastern and Cen.tral Europe were adversely affected by brutal dictators and
totalitarian policies. Yet, today, Ukrainians and Russians' ideas and ideals
"still burn as a reminder that individuals need something more than bread and
water; human beings need to make sense of their very existence, to find a cause
worth living for, to construct a set of values that allow one to make distinctions
between good and evil .... This is the East European legacy ... : the search for the
deeper meaning of social life, the discontent with the frozen figure of an
omnipotent bureaucracy, and the refusal to submit to the [command] of the
pseudo-inexorable 'laws of history ,,,127
The Orange Revolution worked as an outlet for this frustration, helped many
Ukrainians and Russians alike finally see the reason for their existence, and
supplied the ideology citizens needed to successfully create and carry out
change in their historically oppressed nation. The gray cloud that loomed over
Ukraine throughout the Soviet era was ostensibly lifting.
The Orange Revolution was nationalism in action, and is proven so by the
different characteristics I have previously described as embedded therein: the
cultural similarity of the group; the group's relation to and relationship with their
leader, as well as his altruistic behavior: the institutional and political aid
presented by outside organizations and democracies: and the organization of the
,;" MelVin. pg 9-10
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group and their unquestioning respect and loyalty to the movement. The ideology
of nationalism reemerged and took hold of the nation during those 17 frozen
days. It was personified and exemplified by the protesters, as well as by their
leader.
o The Human Group
I previously discussed the dynamics of the human group and the
contribution this makes to the ideology of nationalism. The movement was not
just a summation of individuals, each going about their own business, following
their own personal ideology, and motivated by the success of their own goals.
The Orange Revolution connected individuals with one another, allowing them to
form a common identity - one which was suppressed all too long - and helped
them establish a common goal of true freedom. The community that Benedict
Anderson maintains is "imagined," coalesced during the Orange Revolution, and
formed a concrete, collective, and successful nationalistic movement.
Viktor Yushchenko prompted his followers to have faith in him, in his
beliefs, and his vision for the country His campaign publicly called for protest on
the dawn of Election Day, November 21 st, 2004, when allegations of fraud
became rampant. The very next day, massive peaceful protests started in cities
across Ukraine, spreading the words of the movement's leader: "Together we are
many' We cannot be defeated!,,128 Ukrainians refuted negative stereotypes
typically associated with such a movement: Protesters were well-organized
~:s Karatnycky. AdnanUkraine's Orange Revolution- Foreign Affairs Magazine rv'archlApril
2005. pgs 35-52
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rather than ambivalent and disorderly, sober rather than drunk, and intellectual
rather than indifferent. 129 This election was about much more than just the
election of Ukraine's third president; it was "a struggle between pro-Eurasian
authoritarians and pro-European democratic forces that were to shape the
country's political future.,,13a And despite the tension between the regions of
Ukraine, the Orange Revolution provided a foundation for polite, albeit emotional
discussion about a common theme among protesters: the potential unity of the
nation. 131
Despite the horrific experiences the Soviet states had to endure, and
although the concept was suppressed In their minds but still present in their
hearts, Ukrainians seemingly did not forget that nationalism serves as the
principle political stance from which the legitimacy of the state can be challenged.
Here I remind readers that nationalism also provides those who embrace it "a
belief system that consciously or unconsciously structures the perception of the
world. Through its identification with the nation,
the ideology establishes moral, pragmatic, and cognitive priorities that aid its
adherents in distinguishing which beliefs are indisputable and which intolerable,
which actions are acceptable and which unacceptable, which course is true and
wholesome, and which false and baleful. and where lies security and where
danger It simplifies a complex world and provides its followers with a common
1:9 Aslund, Anders "Now Ukraine Has Earned Its Independence" The Moscow Times 1
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linkage. Thus, every nation has the right to self-determination and the duty to
struggle toward the achievement of state sovereignty."132
What began as a small, covert debate among intellectuals and student-elites
throughout the Soviet era, turned into an obvious question about the changing
nature of Ukrainian identity in the 21 51 century: was it to remain mired in Soviet
rhetoric or was it to develop its own dynamism? Ukrainians understood the
stakes in facing their oppressive rules, but still stood up for their democratic
choice.
o Similarity of the Group
The diversity among the regions in Ukraine did not seem to hinder the
successful mobilization of protesters, and actually many of those in Kiev and
other cities started chants of "east and west together," rather than antagonizing
those who felt differently about Ukraine's link to Russia. Protestors maintained
and spread the idea that the movement was for all Ukrainians, first - regardless
of origin, ethnicity, or otherwise - and for corrupt leaders, last, if at all. The
movement was fighting for Ukraine's freedom as a nation, not just for a certain
part of the population, region, or ethnic background.
In this sense, the similarity of the group diverges from what I have
previously explained as a main tenet of nationalism: "'If rulers of the political unit
belong to a nation other than that of the majority of the ruled, this, for nationalists,
constitutes an outstandingly intolerable breech of political propriety' In other
':: Furtado. pg 86. emphasIs added
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words, if you are not one of us, then you are one of 'them.'" I should note here
that the Orange Revolution was not discriminatory about who could join the
movement, but moreso about the goal of the movement. There was an attitude of
"us versus them," however that can be reframed as "Ukraine, as a nation and
everyone who comprises it, versus the attempt by a foreign government to rule
over Ukraine." As Andrew Wilson explains, "the struggle for an independent
Ukraine is not a struggle for privileges at the expense of others, it is a struggle for
equal rights. The enemies of the Ukrainian people have been Russian
governments, not the Russian people.,,133
That being said, historically all of Ukraine - and the Soviet states en
masse - had a mental universe populated by "illusions of [Soviet] grandeur, fears
of foreign conspiracies, and expectations of happiness and absolute equality" as
promised by the Communist Party and its entourage. 134 But absent was the
necessary "redistribution of wealth and power" that would truly mark the fall of
communism. 135 The political development of all the newly independent states, as
important as they are individual cases is not simple or isolated. Russia was, and
still is the key. Regardless of which external power ruled what region of Ukraine,
it was purely outside influence that contributed to a Ukrainian nation with a
confused identity. All regions tried their own approaches to the problem of
carrying on Ukrainian life under conditions of oppression, each by a different,
133 Wilson. The Ukrainians Unexpected Nation. Pg 153
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intolerant, radically nationalist alien government. 136 And all were shut down by
brutal dictators driven by the goal of total assimilation.
As the corruption spread and political choice and voice were continually
stifled, Russian enclaves located within the borders of Ukraine realized their own
national sentiment; Russians began to see themselves "as a group with an
identity other than Soviet.,,137 Similarly, and not surprisingly, Ukrainians
experienced the same awareness as the possibilities of democracy and freedom
were presented.
Today, the influx of younger members of Ukrainian intellectual elite are
providing vital reinforcement to non-governmental and international organizations
in order to minimize the regional differences among citizens, as well as to try to
begin the process of much needed political and social change. Ukrainians are
beginning to associate with their national identity and statehood; they have come
to reject foreign ideological and economic influences, like those of Russia and
Poland, who many contend "are only defending their interests .... It seems they
want to keep control of the region. [Leaders of Ukraine] have historically
conserved these separatist tendencies as a means to play political games."138
Although some regions are nostalgic for the Soviet Union, no one in Ukraine,
East, West or otherwise wants reunification with present-day Russia.
Tismaneanu asserts that the "rediscovery" of memory - with the benefit of
hindsight and political leadership - helped Ukrainians and the populations of the
135 1bd 11• I. pg .
131 U I . Q
!>Ie Vin. pg. ~.
135 Mite. Valenlinas "Ukraine Election Crisis Highlights Difference in Attitudes Bel\veen East.
West"
76
former Soviet states realize how they "[could] undermined the fac;ade of the
official ideology and expose the big lie at the core of the system ... The reaction
of the civil society was primarily responsible for the failure [of the Soviet system]"
and helped bring about current dialogue and events taking place Ukraine .139
Unavoidable however, was the result of centuries of Russian influence, which
meant that multiple loyalties were still common.
Viktor Yushchenko realizes the need to remain close to Russia, however
strongly advocates that Ukraine is capable of making crucial political and
economic decisions, as well as executing moral and fair domestic and
international policy. Located between Europe and Russia, Ukraine must pursue
strong relations with both, and must work internally to mend fences among its
divided regions. Nationalism and identity, like tiny flowers pushing through the
concrete of a sidewalk broke through years of oppression and tyranny, and the
differences between the regions have seemingly been overcome by the desire to
be free.
o Shared Identity of the Leader
To reiterate, the shared identity of a leader of a nationalistic movement
with that of its followers is an important and necessary element of nationalism; as
I stated earlier, "the leadership of the group should be of the same "national"
culture, or the one which defines the entity. To put it simply, no foreigners may
rule us." Yushchenko adequately represented this tenet; not only was he born in
'::? Tlsmaneanu. 'Understanding Post-Sovietism Bet\',een ReSidual Leninism and Uncertain
Pluralism - Pg 21
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Ukraine and his primary language Ukrainian, he also worked for former President
Kuchma and was exposed to the fraud and corruption within the Ukrainian
government. This experience gave him the desire to rid the nation of such
dishonesty. He epitomized many Ukrainian's sentiments when he declared, "Our
choice is very simple. Either we live according to the code of ethics of the
criminal underworld, or we live like free and affluent people." 140 Yushchenko's
words resounded in the hearts and minds of many Ukrainians. Clearly they had
had enough corruption and oppression and now demanded true freedom.
Now is the time to remember that contact with opposition groups and
confliat characterizes the relationship among members of the nationalistic group,
defines their "nationalism," as well as separates it from others, and drives the
group to achieve its goal. Without competing groups and ideologies, there is
nothing that defines and sets a movement apart. As Anders Aslund noted,
"Looking back at the election, the most amazing thing is how predictable the
outcome has been: Viktor Yushchenko would win the real election; Viktor
Yanukovich would steal the election; then protesters would take to the streets." 141
Continuing with this line of thinking, Yushchenko may have won the
election outright if Yanukovich had not attempted to steal it. But arguably
Yushchenko may not have even been a contender if the opposition's attempts to
damage him (politically and physically) had succeeded. Thus, Yanukovich was
labeled "the bad guy" due to his financial and business ties to Russia, President
1tJ Eisenberg, Daniel 'Vlktor Yushchenko Ukraine's Rebellious Wonk." TIME Europe 6
November 2004
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Putin, and many of the ruling oligarchs in Ukraine, as well as his violent criminal
record. Without him, however, the movement would not have taken place, nor
would it have had the fervor for which it is now historically known. Ukraine today,
may still be hindered by the corruption of the old elite had Yanukovich not been
challenged by Yushchenko.
Although he did not have nearly the following of his opponent, Yanukovich
did manage to gather some support in the historically pro-Russia regions of the
East and South. As it was during the Soviet era, regions that supported
Yanukovich were promised favorable economic policies, national Russian
language recognition, and other social benefits. And again, as Ira Straus points
out, these regions could never "agree to choose the West against Russia"
because of the threats made to their livelihoods. 142 If they chose Yushchenko
and the West. Putin threatened to cut off some of the natural economic ties with
Russia, and vowed to reduce the purchase of steel from these regions. If instead.
they chose Russia, then they were told they would be forced to do so by
abandoning their natural ties and business aspirations in the West. 143 Ukraine's
growing ties with Western European nations were beginning to show potential
business opportunities for certain economically starved regions.
To businessmen and workers in the East, politics is a means of advancing
their business and their job potential Although many seemed to have little
interest or assets in Russia, the steel business - which is the bread and butter of
'4~ Straus. Ira "Now it is Russia and Yanukovich Who Are Dividing Ukraine." Daily Comment.
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the region - sells a sizeable portion of their product to their large neighbor. The
invisible pressure coming from the north was evident when "even big
businessmen dare speak their minds [in support of Yushchenko] in the
authoritarian Eastern Ukrainian regions."144 The attempt by both sides (pro-West
and pro-Russia) to pressure each to exclude the natural influences of the other,
instead of coping with foreign involvement is the real danger to the proper
development of the nation as a whole. The only integration that can work for both
sides is one that strengthens the unity of all of Ukrainian society rather than
undermining it. 145
Even those workers and business leaders in the East and South
recognized this, and declared that separatism was an absolutely intolerable idea.
They were willing to accept a Yushchenko presidency and were adamantly in
favor of keeping the nation in tact. A breakup would disrupt their business
empires, so seceding and joining authoritarian Russia made little sense.
Yushchenko realized the sensitivity of the situation however, and spoke of
Russia as Ukraine's eternal partner. He was both pro-Russian and pro-Western,
unlike Yanukovich who made unlimited promises to represent the interests of the
mother country by renouncing Ukraine's previous strategic goals of joining the
EU and NATO, even before a presidential winner was declared. Even though he
represented the ideals and issues of some Ukrainians, Yanukovich failed to
"unite the mainstreams of all major parties and interests" within the divided
W Aslund. Anders 'Ukraine. Whole and Free What I Saw at the Orange Revolution" The
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societies of Ukraine. 146 Arguably, President Yushchenko now has a difficult task
before him just the same.
<) Institutional and Outside Aid
It cannot be claimed that Yushchenko created and shaped the Orange
Revolution on all his own. Of course with the help of his followers and his political
team, he was successful in collecting support and making the masses politically
aware of the more democratic choices they assumed they did not have.
Ukraine's civil society did benefit somewhat from the decade or so of
independence, and a good portion of this time was nurtured by the United States,
European governments and non-governmental institutions, as well as private
philanthropists around the globe. 147 Some may argue here that outside forces
involved with the politics of Ukraine and the Orange Revolution challenges or
undermines the nationalistic character of the movement. I attest rather, that
outside influences in this situation were necessary and had intentions of only
aiding Ukraine in their movement, not defining it for them. Just as Russia aided
Yanukovich in his campaign, outside forces aided Yushchenko as well. The
difference between the two, however, is that Russia did so self-interestedly, while
the US, EU, and other NGOs did so with the best interest of Ukrainians and their
right to democracy in mind.
Despite the already discussed political differences among regions In
Ukraine, members of the nation see themselves sharing a common destiny:
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relative freedom from Moscow, albeit with some loose economic and military ties
to ensure some of Ukraine's security in the modern world. A daunting yet
necessary element in the future of Ukraine is the improvement and maintenance
of a good relationship with Russia; no one denies Russia will always playa role
in Ukrainian policy, foreign and domestic. And it can be said Ukraine's success
and well-being in this area is closely dependent on the prosperity of the group as
a whole, which, to reiterate, is largely aided by outside organizations. 148
Generally, political institutions aid the community or movement to its
success. The Yushchenko team and the Orange Revolution had their share of
sponsorship from outside forces, as did Yanukovich's campaign. The Revolution
received backing from the National Endowment for Democracy and private donor
George Soros. Similarly, but with different implications, Russia and President
Putin reportedly contributed several hundred million dollars to help Yanukovich
win. The way outside funds were spent and advice interpreted, is the more
important factor.
Although the Orange Revolution's backers were non-partisan, "they
reinforced democratic values and deepened the public's understanding of free
and fair electoral procedures.,,149 The Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE) sent in election monitors to ensure a fair and positive voting
environment. and The International Election Observation Mission (IEOM)
provided a statement for each round of the election citing the questionable
closeness of the race in October, the blatal)t fraud in November. and the
~lS Tamir. Yael "The Enigma of Nationalism.· See page 42 of this paper for more explanation
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transparency of the final election, where the Commission states, "The civil
society [of Ukraine] demonstrated a high level of interest and engagement in the
democratic process,"150
Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of Russia, Putin, and various
businesses that funded Yanukovich's campaign. The money and advice given
here were used to commit electoral fraud, increase voter intimidation, restrict
institutions like media, newspapers, and television from presenting a neutral
analysis of the campaigns and election, and not to mention the attempt to
assassinate the opposition, Viktor Yushchenko. Kremlin "image-makers played a
crucial role in advising and directing the Yanukovich campaign. Yushchenko's
victory is thus a humiliating defeat for Putin and a setback for Russia's
hegemonic inclinations.,,151
As I described earlier, "loyalty to a leader is typically molded into loyalty to
that leader's law and ideology. This loyalty may lead to the change in the
condition of the political institutions of the state, especially if that leader offers a
better, more utopian picture of life and society than the present one." It can be
said then, that the choice by each candidate of how to spend his campaign
contributions and advice determined his success or failure. The struggle for
honesty, forthrightness, and integrity by Yushchenko was obvious to a majority of
voters and set them on a path of participation and support for the candidate that
truly represented their ideals, thus resulting in his arduous win. Yanukovich's
'~J Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 'Repeat Second Round of Election
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choice to follow the historic path of corruption and deceit consequently resulted in
his loss; he underestimated the Ukrainian people and their determination to be
recognized as democratic, independent, and self-ruling citizens.
o Going Grassroots
Despite the help of outside institutions and organizations in reinforcing the
democratic nature of Yushchenko's campaign, Yanukovich's strong financial and
political ties to Russia and big business managed to severely hinder his
opponent's campaign. The effort to "steal" the election began much earlier than
Election Day. For six months, government-controlled national television
subjected Yushchenko to a steady stream of negative press and political
distortions, while not allowing him an opportunity to defend himself. Other moves
came as more physical attacks:
"Sometimes [Yushchenko's] plane was denied landing privileges minutes before
major rallies. Road barriers slowed his travel, and once, a truck tried to force his
car off the road. His security detail discovered he was being followed by a state
security operative Then. on September 6th . Yushchenko fell ill and remained so
for a month. Later. tests revealed he was suffering from dioxin poisoning. The
opposition cried foul, but the government-controlled media responded that he
had contracted the disease himself by getting herpes, or undergoing botox
treatment to preserve his 50-year old good looks. ,,1 52
Such oppositional efforts forced Yushchenko to "go grassroots;" his return
to the old-fashioned way of campaigning proved to be extremely helpful in
gaining support. and more importantly also showed his true, approachable
'5~ Karatnycky. "Ukraine's Orange Revolution- Pg. 37
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personality. In July, August, and early September, Yushchenko "crisscrossed the
country at a blistering rate of five or six meetings per day. Crowds in the tens of
thousands helped create networks of civic and party activists, crucial in
organizing the mass protests."153 Yushchenko went door-to-door, shook hands,
and talked with ordinary people about their everyday concerns. Most importantly,
Mr. Yushchenko's actions showed Ukrainians that he "didn't have a class identity
at all. Hardly any names of businesses, parties, or organizations were spoken of
or heard. The uprising against lawlessness and repression, and for democracy
and freedom, was a true revolutionary movement.,,154
Since Yushchenko was denied the many campaigning necessities of a
presidential hopeful, he was forced to create a new strategy, one that did not rely
on the cooperation of the state. He turned to the people; they remembered the
Soviet era, KGB-style repression of political organization and representation.
They believed for decades that if they organized, participated, or spoke out, the
result would be harsh physical punishment, exile, imprisonment, or worse.
Inevitably, the result was the absence of outside organizations that normally
bring in additional stability to the civic society - institutions such as the media,
religious groups and movements, ecological or environmental movements,
pacifist activities. and more
Without these. citizens were not able to organize their forms of initiative
and participation that truly represented their own ideas about political, social.
153 Ibid, pg 44
'54 Aslund. Anders. "Ukraine. Whole and Free What I Saw at the Orange Revolution." The
Weekly Standard 27 December 2004
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ethical, and other causes. 155 The nature of "state socialism," as Tismaneanu
notes, leads to complete dissolution of privately formed political or social groups,
and resulted in "the ultimate prosperity of the Soviet system. The effect was a
weak civil society in Ukraine, leaving more than enough room for Russian state
interventionism and control" even after the 1991 declaration of independence. 156
Yushchenko was subjected to the same oppression, but used his determination
to end Ukrainian political corruption and the voluntary will of the Ukrainian people
to succeed.
Yushchenko knew about the corrupt situation in Ukraine before and during
his campaign in 2004. The overall absence of legitimate representative social
and political organizations was still the case in modern Ukraine, so grassroots
efforts proved to be advantageous for Yushchenko. He was able to garner
support and raise awareness of the corrupt condition of the status quo the
traditional way.·What no one expected was the following he would accumulate by
being open and honest, and simply by being himself.
o Orange Organization
Historically, political corruption has been blatant and rampant in all regions
of Ukraine. The regularity of it has forced Ukrainians into a state of oblivion; over
the decades. citizens became used to corruption as the norm, and many were
conditioned to expect it in politics, society. business, and economics. Ukraine's
'«
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subservience to the Soviet Union in this way is attributable to the lack of political
parties and institutions, and as stated, was never allowed to develop such
institutions because of repressive policies. Normally, these institutions would
create a compelling desire to derive legitimacy and uphold legality politically,
socially, and economically. Ukrainians were trained not to think of anything other
than Soviet, and thus ended up being content with the corrupt state of their
nation.
Not all states subject to Sovietization were as embedded as in Ukraine,
however. Theorist Ilya Prizel contends Romania is a good example of how these
institutions and parties survived, "even after decades of brutal Stalinist
repression. [Romania] saw the revival of pre-World War II institutions such as the
United Peasants Party and national monarchism.,,157 It seemed Ukraine was
unable to escape the 337 years of Russian rule and seven decades of harsh
communist administration that the USSR forced upon its neighbor. All that was
left was suspicion and the "East European caveat: beware of self-appointed
prophets and distrust mankind's charismatic benefactors.,,158
Without historical political parties and organizations, Ukraine's civil society
has had to deal with the problem of legitimacy for current and future movements
seeking to improve civil society. Today, Ukrainians see that the big businesses
and businessmen the Soviet era helped create, and its predecessors helped
'~7 Prizel. Ilya "Ukraine Bet\veen Proto-Democracy and 'Soft· Authoritarianism." Democratization
and Authoritarianism in Post-Communist Societies 3 Karen Dawisha. Bruce Parrott. eds
Cambridge Cambridge University Press. 1997 Pg 331.
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maintain, are still controlling the institutions that would normally solidify and
buttress civil society in the country.
The reaction against the Soviet norm of prohibiting the development of
opposing (or otherwise) political parties and institutions came in the form of the
unbelievable organization of the Orange Revolution. Protesters remained
peaceful yet vigilant, and the decency of their leader gave them purpose and
hope for a better future. Yushchenko's party, Our Ukraine, represented the ideals
of the people and provided a platform around which followers mobilized. The
problem of legitimacy was once "a major impeding element in the definition and
credibility of new political forces.,,159 Because they were never allowed to
organized under the Soviet system, and because many of the Russian and old
elite leaders underestimated their ability to do so, the Orange ReVOlutionaries
had even more determination to coordinate, manage, and systematize their
movement, to the disbelief of almost everyone.
Old political forces still remain today, continually building up their powerful
alliances and war chests while tearing down the attempts of competition that
advocates freedom, independence, and a much needed change in status quo.
But the Orange Revolution and its candidate overcame this in many ways. As
Adrian Karatnycky explains, "Yushchenko and his advisers opted for a two-track
strategy [to deal with the corruption of the election in 2004]:
One revolutionary and the other constitutional and institutional ... Engaging the
revolutionary strategy, Yushchenko declared himself president and took the oath
of office on the first day of the nationwide protests. He called for a nationwide
~5? Ibid. pg 5.
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general strike, urged the militia and the military to stand with the people, and
called on local governments and social groups for their allegiance to him. Military
leaders made clear that they would use force to protect the protesters, and the
protesters in return respected the authority of their guardians. [The second
strategy] was to reinforce the actions of the protesters by constitutional bodies.
Popular demand a coordinated pressure from the international community
[forced] deputies from the government majority to turn to Yushchenko, and the
scale of fraud became incontrovertible."160
The organization of Yushchenko's opposition was centered on corrupt
tactics, and the protesters saw through the fa<;ade and dirty money that has
historically tarnished their lives. Over the years, Ukraine had acquired an
international reputation as "a seamy state led by a criminal elite ruling over a
passive populace.,,161 But during Yushchenko's address to the nation he
declared, "'We are free. The old era is over. We are a new country now.' [He]
said what everyone knew: that he was Ukraine's third president since
independence, but the first with a record of commitment to democracy and the
rule of law.,,162
The people were touched by Yushchenko's determination to lead by
example. When he was prevented from giving speeches because his plane could
not land or his tar was purposely forced into traffic, when he could not attend
rallies or meetings because he was still recovering from the opposition's attempt
to permanently eliminate him, and when he could not defend himself against
negative and untrue allegations on television and radio. Yushchenko did not
'E2 Karatnycky. Ukraine·s Orange Revolution - Pg 45
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retaliate in a manner that his opponents might consider if the tables were turned.
He did not resort to violence, dishonesty, or debauchery, nor did he advocate his
followers do so either.
Convinced the election was being stolen from the rightful victor,
supporters of Yushchenko poured into Kiev's Independence Square to demand
that their man be recognized as the winner. "City residents mixed with swarms of
protesters from across the country, all of them wearing something orange," the
color of Yushchenko's Our Ukraine party.163 "Nobody will stop us now," exulted
Vasily, 35, a Kiev engineer. Coming this far was a remarkable achievement for
Yushchenko. The whole capital was, in the words of one Russian TV
correspondent, "one big demonstration." Pro-Yushchenko youth organizers,
some of them trained by the same dissidents who helped coordinate successful
electoral revolutions in Serbia and Georgia, rallied volunteers with rock music,
puppet shows, and free food. "Even Poland's famed Solidarity leader Lech
Walesa made an appearance, telling the crowd, 'I opposed the Soviet Union and
I opposed communism and I came out victorious. Ukraine has a chancel',,164
Arguably. it is naive to idealize Yushchenko. He and "the elite that support
him are part of the Ukrainian ruling class, and are responsible for a part of the
corrupt capitalism." 165 We see here a current example of myth: Yushchenko's
promise to rid Ukraine of corruption and fraud may not actually come to fruition,
163 QUinn-Judge. Paul Yuri Zarakhovich "The Orange Revolution Why Russia. the US and
Europe care so much about Ukraine's disputed presidential election" Pg 1
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or be possible at all. Regardless of the potential success or failure of this myth, or
the overall logic of it, Ukrainians still believe that their new President can achieve
this goal. This provided them with the additional motivation needed in order to
aspire to realize this goal. The interests of democratic legitimacy, the
participation of Europe in the crisis, and "the longing to be free of Moscow could
compel Yushchenko and his team to create new rules" to try to fulfill Ukrainians'
belief in this myth. 166 It certainly has compelled Yushchenko's followers to
demand a new status quo. On their own, by their own accord, and with their own
determination, nationalists organized around a leader who gave them the hope of
a better future, a restored faith in their nation, and a belief in their true, Ukrainian
identity.
Rumors of other nations "going orange" were rampant just after the
successful nationalistic movement in Ukraine. As Adrian Karatnycky describes,
"Belarusian national flags [were seen in Independence Square], part of a
contingent of activists eager to soak in the ~xperience and to carry its lessons
back home. Kazakh opponents of authoritarian regimes also sought to learn from
their Ukrainian counterparts. Russian civic activists, too, came to Kiev to talk
about organizing for change.,,167 It remains to be seen if Orange Fever will catch
on throughout the historically repressed area of Eastern and Central Europe The
more important idea to take away from this, however, is that now people will
persist in their struggles against tyranny and authoritarianism. Many feel that if
nationalism - peaceful, traditional, and democratic in form - can reemerge in 'a
1EE Ibid.
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repressed nation like Ukraine, the possibilities for its triumph elsewhere, are
endless.
~ Conclusions
Despite efforts of modern campaigns to represent "cleaner" candidates
and present more democratic platforms, Soviet aspects of the political culture will
inevitably remain embedded in the former Republics. For example, as recently as
the week of April 21 st, Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka was banned
from traveling to any of the 25 European Union countries as punishment for "the
violations of international election standards and international human-rights law,
as well as for the crackdown on civil society and democratic opposition.,,168 It
seems the situation in Belarus mirrors that of Ukraine two years ago; yet, the
authorities were not on the side of the people when President Lukashenka gave
orders for Belarusian police to arrest the hundreds of protesters that had taken to
the streets.
Although many would like to simply forget the atrocities and brutality of the
era and their remnants today, Tismaneanu claims some reminders of this history
are necessary:
"Like individuals. societies do carry with them certain memories. thought
patterns. expectations, nostalgias. fantasies, and even dreams. Thus. what we
call post-Sovietism incorporates an emerging political culture of democratic
procedures. norms. mstitutions. and values - in many respects a restoration of
'E5 . The World at a Glance· The Week 21 April 2006 5·7
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the more or less developed pre-1917 liberal traditions," as well as the history of
the country up to and including the present time. 169
Former Republics cannot, and should not "toss out," as it were, the Soviet
impact; despite the terror and totality of the era and its residual scars, it will
forever remind these nations where they came from, what they overcame, and
how their national identity grew and developed into what it is today. Although the
present changes are not overtly radical, they are nevertheless real and may very
well lead to a more democratic and freer way of thinking. The Orange Revolution
was a materialization of the "idea of nationalism, which provides implements for
the organized expression of its manifestations and aspirations. ,,170
Karl Marx reasoned that "nationalism was a passing phenomenon logically
tied to another passing phenomenon, capitalism. Just as capitalism would be
transcended, nationalism - and perhaps even ethnic identity itself - was destined
to disappear into what Marx called 'the waste heap of history.",171 Despite early
predictions of nationalism's downfall over centuries of non-use and misuse,
social apathy. political corruption, and perceived inability to stand up against
other ideologies, nationalism endured and has heartily competed with several
other ideologies. A concrete example of this is our current discussion: To
Ukrainians, Russia will always be "the [bearer] of unfreedom and, no matter what
1E? Tlsmaneanu. Fantasies of Salvation. Pg 7. emphasis added
170 Kohn. Hans 'The Idea of Nationalism" John Hutchinson. Anthony D. Smith. eds. Nationalism
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;,\ Gleason, Gregory 'The National Factor and the Logic of Sovietology.- The Post-Soviet
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its form, a lie which denied the liberty of a [true] community of love.... ,,172 If
nationalism promotes an ideological unity within the nation - which I attest it most
certainly does - it accomplishes this not "mystically, but through actual practices,
events, and rituals.,,173 Over time and with significant struggle, Ukrainian
nationalism overcame the Soviet communist ideology, and today we see national
identity and nationalism itself flourishing within the nation.
Ukrainian nationalism and civil society proved disruptive of efficiency and
stability - two concepts that echoed as important among many Soviet leaders -
and nationalism has been stressed by the people as not merely different from
these objectives, but as their antithesis. 174 The power of nationalism is most
obvious when it is applied as an ideology by a group of people. And, if we think
back to earlier discussion, "ideologies are all "about" the same thing: they are
constructions of the human mind for describing and dealing with political
relationships." They are judged by their utility for the creator in a certain situation;
considering the circumstance of the Ukrainian Presidential Election of 2004,
nationalism was deemed an appropriate ideology for the movement. It was an
idea and an ideal that allowed Ukrainians to disregard their inherent regional and
social differences. considered a unifying and strengthening force, and was
believed to be the most efficient and productive way to achieve the Orange
Revolution's ends: democratic legitimacy and true independence.
172 Rogger. Hans 'Nationalism and the State A Russian Dilemma- Comparative Studies in
Society and History 4 (April. 1962) pg 256
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Activating nationalism then, a community collectively (physically and
mentally) gathers around a common set of beliefs (the right to self-determination,
free thinking and fair representation, and democracy), shares a common history
(oppression and tyranny by the USSR, Poland, etc.), and moves steadfastly
towards common goals or objectives (democratic legitimacy, freedom from
foreign rule and intervention, and a more transparent government). The Orange
Revolution has fulfilled these and other previously described tenets of
nationalism and it can be said that the people applied the concept as their own
ideology, one that was predicted to lead them to their objective successfully, and
overwhelmingly did so.
The Orange Revolution was then a manifestation of nationalism and is the
realization of Hroch's third phase of periodization" "the rise of a mass national
movement" whereby the attempt by the intelligentsia to raise the national
consciousness of the popular masses results in the establishment of a truly
national movement. The unification and solidarity of the masses - regardless of
class,ethnicity, or social position - produced the conglomeration of a population
demanding a change in status quo. corrupt leadership, fraudulent and unfair
political and social policies, and democratic legitimacy. Thinking back to my
discussion of ideology,175 the Orange Revolution sought to disentangle the
following:
<§> Question" Who will rule? How will the ruler be selected. and by what laws will
s/he govern? Anslver A Ukrainian will govern - one cognizant of. yet
dedicated to curbing the spread of corruption or is acting as the puppet of a
foreign government The candidate will be chosen by free and fair elections.
'-5 See the bullet POints listed on page 15
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absent of all remnants of fraud and dishonesty, and s/he will govern by the
will of the people.
~ Argument: The Orange Revolution sought to persuade a group to believe in
a countering view of the current environment. Outcome: The Orange
Revolution deemed nationalism as a countering view of the dictatorial and
authoritarian environment of Ukraine, and used past evidence of such
oppressive ideologies to gain support and buttress the movement.
~ Idea.' The Orange Revolution served as a moral justification for daily beliefs
and actions against the current status quo, and acted as a vehicle for popular
identification with the Ukrainian nation, Ukraine as a homeland, and Ukraine
as a legitimate, democracy-seeking International presence
The people did not take their mission lightly; they did not forget the
powerful influence peaceful protest can have on a violent and crooked
opposition; they embraced the central values of nationalism which "spring directly
and inevitably from basic desired changes in the shared social condition.,,176 The
population of Ukraine realized their negative relationship with the state, its politics
and policies, and the regionalist state of society in Ukraine. From their discontent
related to these things, a movement was created and a set of ideas were built
around and with the intent to change the status quo. Inevitably from this
stemmed assumptions about how life could be, as well as ideas of what life does
not have to be, which proved to be the motive and unifying force behind the
Orange Revolution. Finally, the group demanded changes in the status quo - the
history of corruption, dishonesty, brutality, political oppression, and social
maltreatment were still fresh in the minds of Ukrainians, and the Orange
Revolution sought to free Ukrainians from these injustices.
So. it has come to be that "Ukrainian autonomy or independence is not
promoted as a value in itself. It is promised instead that it will secure an
q Gellner. Ernest Nations and Nationalism Ithaca Cornell University Press. 1983. pg 124
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incomparably high standard of living for all.,,1?? The latter part of this statement
remains to be seen; Ukraine has many years of difficult changes ahead, endless
political and social negotiations to endure, and international barriers and road
blocks to overcome. But demanding their right to independence and political
representation - which are not only values, but also truly attainable rights -
Ukraine is on the right path to securing a better future for all of the nation's
people. On the last day of the Orange Revolution, a protester sarcastically
thanked the candidates for having achieved the impossible. "They finally forced
the Ukrainians to unite to become a nation.,,178 Nationalism succeeded as the
ideology of an oppressed and brutalized post-Soviet Ukraine, and if nothing else,
will serve the hopes of success of other futu, nationalistic movements in the
Eastern European region.
~-7 Wilson. The Ukrainians Unexpected Nation. Po 153.
q Quinn-Judge. Paul Yuri Zarakhovich "The Orange Revolution Why Russia. the US and
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